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lucre settled districts Lop!a jide settlers
will be licensed to destroy kangaroos and
other game. These p~eople wvill not be
charged license fees, for we realise that
they kill game for food ;hut fees will
be charged to men who make a living by
destroying the animials for the sake of
their skins. Whilst these aniendmenuts
are important, they (1( lnt maike any
drastic change in thie Omine Act h ut
they' will give thle Governmient power to
control those who are destroyin- nati ve
gaine in the settled p)ortio(1 if the State.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hii) : I
know absolutely nothin- about thi Hill,
and am not in a positio toginmc
knowledge of it inl the present state of
the session and the p~resent condition of
ill House. It is about time that we shut
down at this stage onl the consideration
of Bills sent to us from another place
to-day and seen for the fli t time during
the ist hour. [Mr. Taylor: The last few
mimutes.) The Bill may he the most de-
sit-able under the sunl h ut if it cannot
be put before us at anl earlier stage, it
will be better left till next session. We
had to-day an indication of how fit mni-
bars are for business, when an important
Bill like the Appropriation Bill was
passed through all its stages, and mem-
bers wvere in doubt whether it had been
read a second time. Better leave the
presenlt Mieasulre to a niore convenient
season, when members are not tired out
as they are now, so that we may assure
ourselves that the Bill does not contain
any dangerous provision.

The Premier: 'Move thle adjournment,
and if we have time to-mlorrow we shiall
pass the Bill.

Mr. BATH moved-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion passed ;thle debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
Th'e House adjourned at 18 minutes

past 11 o'clock, until the next day.

tegielattve Council,
Thursday, 19th December, 1907.
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By the Colonial Secretary : Reports onl

Portions of the Kimberleys (1906-6)
Report of the Comptroller General of
Prisons for 1006; By-laws of Munlici-
pAlity of Kanowna.

BILLS-THIRD READING.

1, Narroigin-Wiokepin Railway ; 2,
Land and Income Tax; read a third time
anid passed.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.
All Stages.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY Honl.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: Members are aware that
this Bill contains the Revenue and Ex-
penditure Estimates, together with the
Loan Estimates, for this inancial year.
It is not usual, nor do I think members
expect tue, to make a long speech on the
second reading. Such a speech would be
only a repetition of the Budget Speech
already delivered in another place by the
Treasurer. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
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Hon. S.. J. BAYNES.: I second the
mlotion.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

Bill read a third timie, and passed.

BTLL-1)IS'fRICT FIRE BRI-
C ABE S.

its to Discharge of Order.

Hon. 'M. L. MOSS: With permission,
lie wvould mnove tlhat the order for the
'second reading of this Bill be discharged
from the Notice Paper.

The PRESIDENT : As anl absolute
majority of memibers was not present,
the hon. inmehes motion could not be
puit.

H-on. 31. L. MOSS : By permission,
lie would state that this "'as a Bill of
seventy-seven clauses. Interested parties
outside the House had a great objection
to its passing_; and he made this an-
nouincement to save miembers the trouble
of reading the 'Bill, for when it came
before us for consideration this after-
noon) be would miove that the order be
discharged from the Notice Paper.

At a later stage of the b'ttng-
The Standing Orders having been su's-

pended,
Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) said: This

is a Bill of 65 clauses, and it is nufair
now to members to pass this Bill and
not give it that consideration which it
-deserves. It is certainly impossible to
get a grip of the measure while the M1in-
ister is moving the second reading. I
understand from outside the House that
there is serious objection onl the part of
the insurance companies of Perth to the
Bill going on the statute book. It is
absolutely impossible to give the Bill
consideration now. It affects the fire
'brigades; throughout the State and im-
poses additional burdens on various bUSi-
-ness bodies throug-hout the State. I
move-

That the Order of the Day be dis-
,charged.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
I second the motion. I have received in-
formation that the measure is not very
acceptable in other quarters, unless cer-
tain amendments are made in the Bill;
the fire brigades themselves prefer to re-
main as they are.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): I admit it is rather late
to bring forward a Bill of this character,
at the samne time I suggest that the inem-
her should withdraw his motion so that
by-and-by if -we get through othor busi-
ness the Bill may be given cons idera tioil.
If we cannot find time to -et right
through the Bill of course it Will go. If
we discharge the Bill from thle Notice
Paper we may have to sit down for a
number of hours before His Excellency
can Prorogue Parliamen!, and this tlme
wre might well devote Lo (lhe consideration
of the Bill.

Ron. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (North-
East) : The Fire Brigades Bill has been
before the local bodies for some time and
the amendments have been considered.
I am prepared to go on with it.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes .. . .17

Noes .. . . 7

Majority for. .. 10
ATsM Notce.

Hon. E. Mf. Clarke Nou. T. F. 0. Brirnage
Bon. 3. MI. Drew Bon. 3. D. Connolly
Ban. V. Hamersiny Hon. F. C~onnor
Bon, S. J. Haynes Bon. J. W. Hackett
Ron. R. Laurie Hoin. W. Ktngsnmiii
Hon. W. T. Loton lHon, R. D. McKenzie
Bon. E. MeLarty Hon. J. T. GOowisy
Ron, M. L. Moms (Teller).
lion. W. Patrick
Hon. C. A. Plesse
'Eo. G. R.AndeU
Bon. R. F. Shall
Bon. C. Sonmmer@
Bon. J. A. Thomson
Mon, G, Throssell
HOD. J. W. Wright
Ron, W. Maley (Teller).

Qunest ion li 11s passed. the order dis-

BTLrJ-1WNBURY HARBOUR
BOALRD.

Second Reading.

Thle COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the ,econd
reading said: it Will not be niece&%aary to

[COUNCIL.1 Bunbury Harbour Board.
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speak ait great leng-th, as the Bill proposes
simply to Put the Danbury Harbour
under a trust or board, similar to that
which governs the Fremantle Harbour to-
day. I say it is unnecessary to speak at
greal lergtli, because some four or five
years ago the State followed the example
of other countrie, by placing the Rc-
wantle Harbour under a board or trust,
and wve are all pleased to-day to know
that the experiment has been a marked
success. It is proposed to extend the
system to the harbour of Banbury. The
principle has worked very well at Pre-
mantle, and I take it there will be no
objection to a similar course being
adopted at Bunhury. This system is
nearly like proclaiinig an extra munici-
pality. There is a Municipal Act under
the s cope of which certain towns come.
Later onl other places grow up and be-
come of such importance that they also
are puit under [lie Aed. It is practically
this system which will be put in force
in regard to the harbours of the State.
It exists in New Zealand where numerous
harbours come undler one general Act,
and from time to time small measures
are passed in order to bring others under
the jurisdiction of the Act. We are
merely providing Bunbury with similar,
although somewhat less, powers to those
enjoyed by the Fremnantle Harbour Trust
to-day. The Fremantle Harbour Trust,
in taking over the control, undertook to
find interest and sinking fund onl their.
harbour. By doing that they accepted
a great responsibility, and we are all de-
lighted to witness the manner in which
the work is being done, creditable both
to the Trust and to the country, and the
way in which they have fulfilled their
obligation&. The people of Bunbury
haove for sonie years asked that simailar
pi'ivileges should be granted to them.
They, are also willing to Lndertake the
dir1ties and responsibilities of the board.
and to manage and control the harbour
exactly as the Trust do at Fremantle.
This inl ail enabling Bill to give them that
pow'.er. Later onl the system will no
doubt be extended. For instance the
people at Albany may be asking for
a boardl to be established there so thait
they may control their harbour, aiid ;f

they are willing to undertake the respon-
sibility of finding interest and sining
fund I maintain there is no reason why
they, or Geraldton, or any other port,
should not have their own board. One
of the main reasons why the people asked
for the Trust at Fremantle, andI tile same
remark applies to Bunbury, was because
of the dual control that existed. Captain
Laurie anid Mr. Kingsmihl are both well
aware of the trouble brought about by
this dual control. At Bunbury consider-
able inconvenience is caused owing to tie
various controlling bodies. The Railway
Department control the jetty, also the
Works Department control that portion
of the structure which is in their hanils
temporarly, while the Harbouir anld
bight Department are, in chiarge of fihe
harbour dues. The position is that one
body takes charge of the ship and another
of the cargo. A similar state of circum-
stances used to prevail in Freniantle, and
we all remember the trouble 'and nuisance
caused to business people owing to the
various controlling forces, which existed
there. Since the Trust has been in power
all this trouble has been overcome, for
the one body takes charge of everything,
and works the harbour as a business coil-
cern. The arrangements at Fremnistle
aire now perfect. So much for the
principle of the Bill. With regard to
the history of the harbour of Buabvwy,
so far hack as 1897 the breakwvater -was5
started. This was in. Sir John Forrest's
timue. The trade of the port was then
very limited com1pared with what it is
to-day. In that year the trade only
unmonted to £916,000, and outside of
Westerm Australia the port of Bunibury
was practically unknown. The only ex-
ports at that timie were a few shiploads
of jarrah'-sent to the Eastern States.
Since then, as is well known, the trade
increases by leaps and boumds, until to-
dlay thme shipping tonnage is about one-
third of tlmmmr of Frenantle. Last year
the total trade amnounted to £574,488. In
1901 the exports totalled £140,158, and,
thre imports £E42,000, or a total of
£182.000. Last year the total trade of
£574.483 was made uip of exports&
£482,600, and imports £93,000. The
trade is different fromi Frenmantle in this.
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respect :in the latter port it almost en-
tirely consists of imports, while at Bun-
bury the major portion of the trade con-
sists of exports, This is accounted for
by the large export of timber from the
port. This export trade has been built
uip owing to the construction of the
Southt-Western Rail way, which opened tip
large timber forests. This trade ntie onlY
made the railway line a good payable
proposition. but it also mrade Bai bury
a very important port of the State. A~t
present the export trade of timber alone
is valued at over £500,000 a year. Last
year I think it was somewhat less than
that amnount owing to the existence of the
timiber trouble. During the last five
years the Railway Department have re-
ceived wharfage charges fromn the port
ranging from £C12,707 in 1902-3 to
£E21,900 in 1905-6. This shows a con-
siderable amiount of wharfage. One
circumstance I would mention in con-
nection with this is that the wharfage
fees go to the railway revenue at
present. We often hear talk of the
great expenditure incurred at Bunbury
and that no, corresponding benefit to
the State is shown. The reason for
this is that the revenue is not credited to
the port, although it will be in the future,
for it goes to the Railway Department.
After this board is appointed the revenue
derived from the port will be shown ex-
actly as is the case with the Fremantle
Harbour Trust, and then we shall see the
results the port is achieving and the ex-
penditure incurred there. As I pointed
out yesterday, the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, in addition to paying interest and
sinking fund, returned last year £10,000
to the Treasury. In five years the wharf-
age and berthing tines at Bunbury
amounted to £98,299. There was col-
lected in special revenue £8,133 and the
harbour dues totalled £14,750. The total
revenue received there was £C121,184. I
am quoting these figures to show that it
is a port of some importance, and that
the Government are justified in asking
that the harbour should be placed under
the control and management of a board.
The property to be entrusted to the
charge of the board consists of the bay,
the breakwater, and the jetties. The

original design of the breakwater was
to extend it to a point 6,000 feet out.
The first portion of the wvork was com-
pleted at a cost of £E120,000. This took
the breakwater out 3,215 feet and, since
then, it has been farther extended by
800 feet. It has not attained and is
not likely to the length originally sug-
gested. The additional SO0ft. has
added materially to the safety of the har-
bour. Last winter, which was a very
severe one, the shipping stood the gales
vary well, and this was accounted for by
the additional length of the breakwater.
The total cost of the breakwater to date
is £158,000, and out of this sum £90,000
was paid from revenue. Provision is
made in the Bill for the board to pay
interest and cost of maintenance. The
present revenue from the jetty, with the
exception of the harbour dues, goes to
the Railway Department. With regard
to the Bill itself, it is proposed to vest
the harbour management in five coim-
mnissioners. This is the samne number
as on the Fremnantle Harbour Trust. In
the flirst instance it was thought that the
board should consist of but three cout-
Inissioners ; the clause, however, was
amnended and it now stands the same as
in the Fremnantle Harbour Trust Bill.
The remuneration of the commissioners,
will be less, naturally, than for members
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust. The
chairman will receive a inaximuni of
£100 a year, and each member a maxi-
mnum of £50 a year. The powers of the
commissioners are much more limiited
than those of the Fremantle Hlarbour
Trust- For instance in Fremnantle the
members of the Trust have control of
everything within their harbour, includ-
in!X pilots, beacons, lights, and buoys;
hut it is not proposed to give the Bun-
bury-. Harbour Trust comlmissioners these
powers. Control of the pilots will re-
main with the Harbour and Light De-
partmtent;, also the beacons, buoys and
lights. It is thought better not to give
the hoard power over these branches of
the work, as they have not the machinery
to attend to the buoys and beacons. This
work is done by the Trust in Fremantle
for they can always call upon the steamer
" Penguin " and other Government

Second reading of Bill,
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steamers, for the work; but at Bunbury
there would be no machineryv, and it is
therefore better to leave the control in
the hands of the Harbour and Light
Department.

l. T1. F'. 0. Brinage: Will there be
a chief harbour master 9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There will not be a special man. The
Chief Harbour Master is located at Fre-
mantle, and by virtue of his office hie is
also harbour master of all the other ports.
There will not be at Bunbuty a berthing
master as distinct from the harbour mlas-
ter, as at Fremantle, for in the southern
port the one officer wvili discharge both
ditties. The work there is naturally very
mutch less than that at Fremantle. As in
the ease of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
power is reserved to the Governor-in-
Council to increase or decrease the
charges, berthing (dues, or wharfage rates.
Onl the completion of the present harbour
works the power of extension will remain
in the bands of the Works Department.
The powvers of the Sunbury Harbour
Board will not go so, far as the powers
of the Fremnantle Harbour Trust in that
,direction, for the Fremantle Harbour
Trust have power to construct works uip
to a certain limit; but the Bunbury Har-
hour Hoard will not have power to eon-
strtuct auy works. Any work the board
will require to be carried out wvill be
constructed by the Works Department.
I have every confidence in recommending
the House to pass the measure, for the
reason the Harbour Trust at Fremantle
bas proved so successful in its working,
and the system is working successfully
in all the other States-in Victoria, New
South Wales, and New Zealand-and to-
day we find the same system being
adopted in South Australia. I under-
stand the South Australian Government
are in communication with our Govern-
ment and also with the Fremantle
Harbour Trust asking for information,
as it is their intention to establish a
board or trust to control the South Aus-
tralian outer harbour which has just
been completed. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West) :
I have mutch pleasure in seconding the
motion, and I ani glad the Government
have redeemued the promise which has
existed for a long time. There has al-
ways been a sort of injustice done to
the Sunbury breakwater on account of
the fact that the harbour dues and money
earned by the jetty and the convenience
afforded by the br-eakwater have been
crediteci to the railways. I have only to
tell members that I was in Bunbury years
before the breakwater was commenced,
and there has been shipping carried onl in
that port for thirty years-the shipping
of tiniber. I ask Members to believe me
when I say that during the storms wea
have had it was absolutely impossible for
vessels to lie alongside the jetty, or to
do any shipping of timber during a gale.
As against that, at the present moment
ships can lie very smilingly in the rough
weather, and unless it is exceptionally
heavy weather they can load, which was
impossible under the old conditions, It
is only just to a wvork like the break-
water that it should be shown the amount
of money earned onl account of providing
slueh shipping facilities in a place like
Bunbury. I am pleased the figures hove
been given, and I may say that these
figures iii themselves show that thme Bun-
burylharbour will be self-supporting We
come to the question mentioned by the
Minister, the friction that has existed
between the two parties who controlled
the jetty at Bunbury. There were the
builders of the jetty onl the one hand
and the Railway Department onl the
other, and these two parties warred
against each other. I hove myself on
several occasions had to go dowvn there
to see what could be done to make these
persons work more amicably. I canl only
say I reel this is one of those works which
commend themselves to the good sense of
every member and I hope they will allow
the Bill to pass.

Hon. R. LAURIE (West): It may be
expected that I should place some of the
advantages of a harbour board for Bun-
bury before members. It is nothing more
nor less than homne rule, by giving the
people of Bumibury the advantage of rnm-
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nig-- their business as they desire. It
gives, the country an opportunity of
knowing how the money received in Bun-
burr from the shipping, that conies there,
and the goods that go away from there,
is dealt with. Previous to thre inaugura-
tion of the Harbour Trust at Fremantle
the moneys; were expendled on the harbour
works by the Public Works Departmeut,
lbut the Railway IDepartment received all
the benefits gained thereby. Thre money
was swelling the railway account i a
way, that it should not be swelled and
the Public W~orks D epartmnent were given
no credit for the ;vhic they performned.
The ('alinial 'Secretary, has p)ointed out
that ini New Zealand there is one Harbour
TrLust lawv which controls every port of
the State. 'When a port has reached such
a, Stage that it des:ires a Harbour Trust
it is only- a question of a very small Bill
hbeing passed to establish a Harbour Trust
ait that particular port. The result is
that iu nearly every, port in New Zealand
there is self-mlanagemnent with very satis-
factory results indeed. One mistake was
*iuade in Western Australia when estab-
lishing- a Harbour Trust inasmuch as a
good deal of land has beei, reclaimed at
Freinantle and the harbour has been
given 'no credit for that. The land has
passed into the Railway Department and
they have made free and full use of it
to the detriment of the harbour, and the
Harbour Department get no credit for
it. That is, the position at Fremantle.
Access to the wharves at Frenmantle is
a difficult matter owing- to the land hav'-
ing passed to the Railway Department,
and at the present time we suffer fromn
riot having proper access to the wharves.
The Railwa 'y Department have benefited
from the reclamation which has riot cost
themn one Ilelity. As "Mr. Clarke pointed
cut in Buubur v the whole of the revenue
fromn the harbour aitd the jet has gone
into the Railway* Department; whereas
the earnings if thre harbour should be
credited to the improvements of the har-
bour. That isa fair proposition. I was
in Bunbury some time ago whlen the jetty
was being extended, and the work was
partly Railway, partly Public Works and
partly Harbour- and Light; one scarcely
knew where the management began and

ended. There will be a board of corn-
maissioners now and that state of affairs
will stop. The board will consist of local
men, and we shall probably hear that
less deputations wait on the Government
for improvemnents to the Bunbury her-
bomir. This board may stop the waste
of money that sometimes has taken place.
The harbour wrill be controlled by a local
body and the demands will be liniited to
the extent oif 'the earnings of the harbour.
If the harbour 'earns mioney that will
cover only interest and sinking fund.
As to the expenditure proposed the
Government with good reason canl accede
to the wishes of the people. The
Bunbury Harbour Board will be like
the Fremntatle Harbour Trust, not
able Io expend all the money they
may desire, but will have to main-
tain thre jetty and harbour in good order,
and they will he doing for the shipping
Ipeople and the people on shore the best
work possible. The management will be
conducted locally, and the residents of
Bunbury will have little chance of comn-
plaining because they will be the people
who will nominate the board themiselves
'riis m~iesure has much to commend it
to the House; it is not an experiment
alto-ether. In Victoria at the present
time they are considering the advisability
of cutting d]own the number of comiunis-
sioners soa as to have a workable board
onl thre lines: of the Fremautle Harbour
TFrost. In regard to South Australia,
a gentleman has been here at the instiga-
tion, 1 think, of the Government of South
Australia, and I believe they will adopt
our system. In the Port of Adelaide it
will be a difficult matter because there
are many private wharves, but there will
lie oo difficulty in regard to the outer
harbour at Large Bay. In a very short
time we no doubt will bear of South Aus-,
tralia having a board established simnilar
to the Fremnantle Harbour Trust. It is.
a matter for congratulation that the
Government of this State hare been' the.
first to carry into law this systemn. Some
slight alterations ula be necessary in'
this measure, bitt I think they will be-
very slight indeed.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (North-
East) :This is another of those Measures

Second reading of Bill.
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that have come down at the last pcrioa
of the session, about which members have
little information. The Colonial Secre-
tair has told us the exports and imports
are something like £100,000.

The Colonial Secretary : The exports
were worth £500,000 last year.

lion. TP. F. 0. BRIMAO7E:- And the
imports £100,000 making a total of
£600,000 on exports and imports. To
control that amiount, in actual salaries
alone, the Government will have to pay
£1,250 per annumn. I have put the Comn-
missioners down at £300 and clerks down
at £4.50.

The Colonial Secretary: Why should
it take miore clerks than it does to-dayI

Hon. TP. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I say it
will take more clerks because you will
increase the staff for the muanagenment
of the Bunbury harbour, In South Aus-
tralia, as Captain Laurie know;, there
is a port called Port Pinie, and I believe
the exports and imports of that port
total as much as the exports and imports
of the port of Fremantle. I have not
the figures, 1 cannot get them.

Hog. R. Laurie: All are exports with
the exception of coat and coke; there is
no general cargo.

Bon. TP. F. 0. BRIMAGE: That port
is managed by a harbour master, the
.customs clerk, and another clerk, and you
never see less than twelve or fourteen
ships at a time in that port.

Hion. R. Laurie: Private wharves.
Hon. TP. F. 0. BRIMAGE: They may

be. There certainly is not a very great
length of wharfage at Bunbury. If we
pass this measure, nest year we shall
have extra taxation to meet the expense
in connection with a harbour where the
exports and imports aggregate £600,000.
1 think the Bunbiuty harbour can be
mantaged by the present Fremantle Har-
bour Trust with their powers extended,
-by the chief harbour mnaster of the State
-or a. marine hoard. I do not believe that
there should he one huge harbour trust
for the whole of the colony. In South
Aust-ra-lia. they have one for the State out-
side Lar~gs Bay, but the marine board of
'South Australia manage their affairs very
-creditably indeed.

Ron. R. Laurie: They have nothing to
do with the wharves,

Hon. TP. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I know
what I am talking about. I know the
conditions iii South Australia. [Hon. R.
Laurie interjected.] The hon. member
knows very little about the exports and
imports, oif South Australia. He mar
k-now somlething- about the speed of hi,
own ship, and all that sort of thing, but
lie should not lie cracked up as, such an
almighty highl authority and should not
think thial no oine else in time House has
anyv opiniont on thiese LMatters but himself.
I object to this enornmous expenditure the
Government are running uts into. Here
we have another measure probably in
Order to appoint commissioners at Buin-
bury to vote for their member.

The Colonial Sec retarmy: You have no
reason for saying that.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: It is
another expense creating a Hfarbour Trust
at Bunbury for a single jetty. and for a
breakwater that will never be ai success.
It is nearly time we stopped this extrava-
gance. To my miind the hiarbour at Bfin-
bury.% can be nianagmed very easily by Cap-
tain Irvine and his staff. Certainly we
do not waiit to go to the expense of
appointing Connissioners in a smnall
place like Bnnibury' . What is it done
for? More extravagancve, that is all. Amid
then we find Clause 1S provides that the
holding of the pos-ition of cnmmissioner
is not to be regarded as an otfice of pro-
fit. Are we 1to see another memiber of
Parliament in) a harbour trust, another
inan who is practically a civil servant,

and a Luau whose vote is claimed by the
Government every timie a measure is be-
fore the House!7

Point of Order-Objectiomiable W~ords.
lion. R. Laurie: On a point of order-
Hon. Y. F. 0. Brimage: Why am I

interrupted
The President: What is the point of

order?
lon. R. Laurie: rThis is ani absolute

attack upon me. Ti is absolute imperti-
nencee. There is a measure on the Statute-
book of this State, placed there by this
honourable House and by the Parliament
of this country, that provides that so far
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as the position of Fremantle Harbour
Trust Commissioner is concerned, it shall
not be considered an office of profit under
the Crown. As to my wishing to hold
this office, I hold it absolutely against my
desire. Mr. Kingsmnill knows that it was
no desire of mine to take it up last time,
and the Colonial Secretary knows that
before I left the State to go to London
I resigned my position, that I wrote
from London anid would not accept the
position to the end of my term, also that
at the express wish of the Government I
was prevailed on to retaini the position,
and that I had to cable from Colombo to
let the matter stand over until I came
back. It is; an ahsolute insult to the
House anid to the Parliament of Western
Australia, that a ujan like Mr. Brimage,
who does not give his time to his consti-
tuents, as has been pointed out, should
come into this House and say these
things.

lIon, 11'. T. Loton: What is the point
of order?

The President : That is what I am
waiting to hear.

Hon. R. Laurie : The hon. member
stigniatised me as a civil servant whose
vote is claimed by the Government on
every occasion; hie practically said that
I am paid for it. It is an absolute insult
to this House. I shall ask him to with-
draw and apologise to the Hous-not
to mec, I do not want his apology, he is
not worthy uf it.

The President: The hon. member ob-
jects, I siipp ~ to the use of objection-
able words.

Hon. R,. Ladtrie: They are objection-
able words,; they arc an outrage on this
House.

The President: It is a most difficult
point to draw a line as to what objection-
able words are, but it has been well laid
down that any words that are objection-
able. that in'pugii a man's honour, must
not be used. A member may say anything
against another member's capacity as a
politician. but nothing must be said con-
cerning a maan's honour.

Hon. 7'. F. 0. Brima ye: I did not say
anything against his honour.

The President: I think in calling the
hon. Captain Laurie-what were the

exact words-? They ought to be handed
in.

The Colonial Secretary: The bon. mem-
ber stated that Air. Laurie was practically
a civil servant and was at the beck and
call of the Government to vote with them
on every occasion.

The President: It would be better to
hand up the words, but the drift of the
remark was "that the hon. member was a
civil servant at the beck and call of the
Governmuent." I think those words are
objectionable and ought to be withdrawn.

ion. T. F. 0. Brima go: For the sake
of peace and quietness I withdraw the
words, but I do object to being inter-
rupted continually by Captain Laurie
when I am addresising thin. House.

The President: I must ask the bion.
member to withdraw unconditionally.

Hon. T. F. 0. Brisnage: T withdraw
unconditionally. But if anything of a
maritime nature is brought before the
House we are asked to swallow wholly
everything that Captain Laurie tells us.
As a member of Parliament I do not
intend to do so.

The President: The question now is
the Bunbury Harbour Board Bill.

Debate Resumed.
Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I still main-

tain that this measure brought in by the
Government for the creation of a har-
bour trust at Bunbury is unnecessary,
anid I maintain that we have not had
sufficient time to consider it. T shall
oppose it even if I stand alone in doing
so. For a port thre imports and exports
of which aggregate under £600,000, to
have a chairman commissioner and four
assistants, and the necessarily expensive
staff that always appertains to thesge con-
cerns, is certainly uncalled for. Look at
the finances of this State and compare
them with those of South Australia.
Why, they are disgraceful ! There is
too much officialismu in this country, and
now we have a Bill before us that is
creating more.. Our Lands Office does
not pay for the collection of the rents.
I cetainly think I am justified in asking
the House to throw out this measure.
Geraldton, with a single jetty, will want
a harbour trust, and probably Carnarvon,

Second reading of Bill.
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and they will all need clerks and staffs
to run them. How different is it in the
case of Fremantle, where there is a whole
line of wharves and where there is a
river to light?2 It is different altogether.
I cannot say that I object to being inter-
rupted whenever I address this House,
and strange as it may be, it is always by
Fremantle members. I do not know why.
I suppose we shall have another gentle-
man gettingl up directly and maling an
attack on me; but I think my shoulders
are broad enough to stand it. For fear
another member of Parliament is to he
appointed as commuissioner on this har-
bour board I intend, when the Bill is in
Committee, to move that Clause 18 be
struck out. I object to members of
Parliament accepting office under the
Government like this. I have raised my
objection and I think I bare given good
grounds for doing so. I certainly think
the Bunhury harbour has not reached
that importance when an expensive har-
bour board is necessary, I therefore intend
to oppose the Bill when the division
comes.

Hon. S. J. HAYNES (South-East):
I purpose to support the measure before
the House. I do not for a moment con-
tend that it is wise or unwise, but I am
influenced by the fact that I take it Bun-
bury and district through their repre-
sentatives asked for a measure of this
kind. so I am prepared to support the
second reading. I listened attentively
to what Captain Laurie and the Colonial
Secretary said in respect to this, and I
have conic to the conclusion that with a
harbour of this description, under a har-
bour hoard, there may be more active
management. The board can go into
details more closely, and there will be
more economy and better management.
But that is for the people of Bunbury
to consider. I would not thwart them in
that good intention. I have, however,
strong objection to the clause to which
attention has been drawn by Mr. Brim-
age. I think clause 18 in a Bill of this
kind is an exceedingly objectionable one,
and bad and vicious in principle. I am
quite aware there is a similar section in
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Act, but

when that measure was before the House
1 opposed it. Parliament, however,
adopted it, and I do not think there is
anyone better qualified for the position,
than the gentleman appointed. I think
it has been a great beneflit to the harbour
at Frenmantle having the services of that
gentleman. I cast no reflection on the
gentlenman. He has my highest respect
as an hionourable n. I hold the
opinion that Captain Laurie himself does
not like a clause of this nature, if I am
to judge by the remarks he has made in
this House. At the same time his services
bare been availed of -because it is hard
to get a iuan oif his type and standard in
Western Australia, and they have been of
great use to the State. At the time the
mnatter cropped up in the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust Bill I did not know who was
to be appointed for a certainty. I do
not know nowv whether any proposed ap-
pointment is to be made in connection
with the Bunbury Harbour. However, I
think the principle of this clause is bad
and vicious, and I am strongly opposed
to it. When in Committee I hope mem-
bers will agree to strike out Clause 18.
Otherwise I hare much pleasure in sup-
porting the Bill. The people in Bun-
bury and district have asked for it, and
they are entitled to it.

Ron. M. L. MOSS (West):- I bare
also much pleasure in supporting the
principle of local self-government in the
management of the "harbours in the
various parts of the State when they get
to that degree of importance that a local
body can take over the inanlagement of
them. It seems to me that what takes
place in regard to the management of the
various portions of the State should also
lake place in regard to harbour manage-
ument. First we find the land outside the
roads districts; next the laud is included
in a roads district, and then when a roads
district becomes sufficiently important it
becomes a municipality. So with regard
to these harbours. But with a harbour
like that at Bunbury it is an absolute
necessity that local government should be
given to the people at Bunhury. The har-
bour revenue at Bunhury now forms part
of the railway revenue of the State, and
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that is exceedingly misleading. It is mis-
leading when harbour dues, lighting dues,
pilotage dues, wharfage and storage
charges in connection with the harbour
management form past of the railway
revenue. When other barbours get to
the importance of Bunhury they should
he placed under boards. No doubt in
time the people of Albany wilt ask for the
same thing, and they are entitled to it.
Mr. Brimage says that this is going to
enormously increase the staff, Of course
that is a very easy statement to make,
but I think it kitl be found that when
the Bill comes into operation the corst of
the work will not be increased. It is ob-
vious that ait present a certain amount of
clerical assistance is employved at Bunbury
by the Railway Department iii connection
with harbour works there, and a lesser
staff will be able to do the work uinder the
harbour board. Anyone knowing whit
is going onl at Fremntle at the present
time will say that the 2s. a ton the Go;-
erment collected under the former sys-
tern was frittered away in. wasteful ex-
pense at Freniantic, At the time of the
block at Fremantle, when goods were
moved about from one part of the "farma"
to another part. that *2-. a ton did not
,cover the cost. What did those eommi.A-
,soners do ? As soon as they got into
office they increased those charges ; with
the result that ist work to-day is paying
interest and sinking fund, and returning
something more to the Government. Thin-
dier Clause 52 of the Bill the Government
reserve the right to revise the harbour
dues ; and under Clauses 53 and 54 it will
be the duty of the Government to value
the work, and these harbour dues wifl he
sg revised as to he suifflicient to pay iterest
and sinking fund. In the ease of public
works of this character which are made
on the assnmption that they will he re-
prodnctive, there should he a separattion
frunm other departisents so that we way
ascertain what these works are earning;
and so she charges should be large enough
to cover all necessary cost. As to fees
payable to members of the hoard, these
in any year are not to exceed £300, and
m-ay not conic to that amount ; be-lause
-we know at ]Fremantle, although there
is a limit to the amount the commiavionems

mnay draw in a year, they have not gonie
up to the limit in any one 'year so far.
Captain Laurie was sisx months away
in the old c-ounslry making iliouirics as to
improvements uce~essary to put tile liar-
boar at Freniantle on a better w..rking
t-asis. yet not a fraction did he gn for
work done in that way. The same applied
to Mr. Sandover an~d another who did
useful work for the board. In re-
gard to Bunbury harbour, the total ex-
penditure in fees wvill be tip to £300: and
if the memibers of the board cannot save
by their administration during the year
a suns of £300, I shall be much aston-
ished. Mr. Briniage has dilated against
Captain Laurie as chairman of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Tnist, and the halt.
mnember's remarks were exceedingly nilt-
called for. In the Melbourne Harb~our
Trust there are four memubeis of Parlia.-
ment ; in tlse Fremantle Trust we have
one member of Parliament, and it is for-
tsmnate to have the abilities of Captain
Laurie available for the work he does.
Assuredly the work at Fremantle has been
ain unqualified success, as admitted on all
hands, and I imay say the ability and
business tact Captain Laurie has hrought
to hear on thme work of his office have con-
tinted in the largest degree to bringing
about that result. The lhon. miember has
told us it is only because preceding Coy-

eraments have prevailed on Captain
Laurie to continue the position that he
has continued it. Notwithstanding the
tilt of the hon. member, I hope Captain
Laurie -will retain that position ; not that
I think the position is of any value to hint.
from anly point of iew, but it is of
g reat benefit to the State, and would he a
wrong to the public while his strcingth
permwits him to perform those duties if
lie dlid not retain that position. It will be
unpalatable to Captain Laurie to have
discredit levelled at bins through criticismn
in this House ; he, like other public mepn,
must be subject to criticism ; yet a large
iuajority of public opinion is mucht in
favour of his retaining that position. I
would not have risen onl this occasion if it
had niot been that Mr. Briniage made this
attacek, and 1 would be wanting in my
duty if I did not protest aginst it.

Selcond reading of Bill.
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Hon. W. MALEY (South-East) :The
remarks of my colleague, Mr. Haynes,
comamend themselves to me ; and should
this departure prove a success, it wib; be
but a short time before Albany, Gerald-
ton, and perhaps other ports will claim
the same privilege of local management.
I cannot calcu late %%'lint wvillI be the result
in rez ard to certain powers given to the
haribour board at Bunbury, powCI s of
levyinsr wharfage dues, wvhich if properly
exerceised will not be any hardship into pro
ducers or con'sum'ers ;but if a board with
little experience aid with the mere object
of raising. revcnue should be allowedi to
make high charges, it would cause injury
to the country and inflict a hardship.I
trust no such results will accrue ;that the
control given to the harbour hoard will
be properly exercised, and that - the
powers will not be used detrimentally to
any persons or to any other harbour or
port which has no such trust. With re-
gard to Clause 18, when I voted for the
appointment of a member of Parliament
onl the Fremantle Trust, I did not think
the position was being anything but well
filled by' Captain Laurie. It woul be
hard to get a man to 11ll his place either
inside Or Outside this House. With mv
larger experience of polities, I think it
wise that the views of my colleague on
th~is question should be accepted by the
House. It is desirable that in future in
this or any other Bill this power should
not be given. It is desirable that the two
offices should be separate, and only onl
occasion when' such a gentleman as Cap-
tain Laurie is available should such au-
thority be given by Parliament ;in fact
it sho uld be jealously' guarded. A a cnqt
deal of good has been done to Fremautle
and no harma to the State by Captain
Laurie's appointment as chairnan of the
Frenmantle Trust, and his services have
been used in the interests of the State.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Mletropoli-
tan-Suburban) :It is natural perhaps
that I should take a keen interest in this
Hill, as I took a very keen interest in the
formation of the Act uinder which the
Fremantle Harbour Trust was created.
1 intend to give the Bill my cordial sup-
port. It has been a matter of surprise

to me that Bunburty people have ndt be-
fore [The Minister :They have 4g-
tated]-in any pronounced manner asked
to get this measure of local self-govern-
ment applied to their harbour. In some
respects this Bill does not altogether meet
with my approval. For the control of the
trade of a self-centred place like Bunburv,
the number of commissioners or members
proposed to be appointed is excessive,-
for instead of five we might easily do with
three. The same remark applies to any
otlier port to wh ih this p'rovision may
be applied in thle future. Again, a good
deal of offenisive debate has taken place
over Clause 18, and it is oniy natural I
should have somiething, to say onl the sub-
ject. because 1 was the mieans of having
a similar section inserted in the Fremnantle
Harbour Trust Act. Let me say that
w~hen the same inducement appears to
insert this clause in any similar Bill as
appeared when we were framning the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust Bill, then will be
the time to assent to a provision of this
kind. When the Frenmantle Harbour
Tnist Bill was beingl framned, there stood
out one manl wvhom the Government, and
certainly whom 1, considered as essentially
a lit and proper person to take the chair-
maniship, of that Trust. I do not mind
admitting now that it was for that pur-
pose and no other that the particular
clause was put in the Act ;and when the
samte inducement appears in regard to
any similar BHi, I shall be ready to sup-
port that provision again ;but till this is
made apparent to me, 1 shall vote against
it if I have the opportunity. With regard
to Captain Laurie and the good wvork he
has done as chairman of the F'remantle
Harbour Trust, he knows my private and
publicly-expressed opinion. [Hon. Il L,
Moss :I hope they are not different.]
ANy private opinion and my public opin-
ion are the same on this matter; but apart
from this subject, the Colonial Secretary
in introducing this Hill mentioned that
certain reservations had been made with
regard to the powers of controlling pilot-
age, beacons, dues, and lights of the har-
bour. 1. cannot say I altogether agree
with that. I have not examined the ques-
tion very fully as to the extent to which
these powers have been curtailed. I think
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that-those people, if fit to be appointed
to take charge of the harbour, should be
fit to have those povvers which are usually
given to harbour trust commissioners. I
take it the Government will appoint suit-
able people. [The Colonial Secretary:
Oh, yes.] We have the Minister's assur-
ance that they will; and that being so,
there is no reason why the commissioners'
duties should be in any way curtaied.
With the reservations I have mentioned,
I will give my cordial support to the
Bill.

Ron. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
It is My intention to support the Bill,
and on the same ground as Mir. MKoss;
because I think local control of such
nuhice works shouldl he granted when it
inL, reasonable to do so, and that in this
instance such control can only be for
the public good. I am glad that the
Government have decided to recognise
the desirableness of enlisting the services
of persons in places far removed from
the seat of Government; and I have no
doubt that the appointment of commis-
sioners for the Bunbury harbour will tend
to facilitate business and put the harbour
administration on. better lines. Such
commnissioners will form a recognised
body which the Government can refer to,
and the opnion of which will be very
helpful to the Government in adminis-
tering this important department. I
quite concur with Mr. Heynes that the
number of members is too Jarge to coni-
trol the port of Bunbury. Three niem-
hers will probably be better than five.
Wh"en there arc too nmany members on
a hoardf an individual member thinks he
may safely stay away without interfering
with the business of the institution. That
is often found to be the case in many
other walks of life, and possibly there
may he in Bunbury a restricted choice
of persons able and willing to undertake
such duties. When I say that three coin-
iissiouers will suffice, I do not mean that
I shall vote aganst five, In the multitude
of counsellors there is often wisdom;
sometimes, of course, there is folly. I
do not think the Government are very
liberal in the matter of fees. I should
have liked to see the chairman have a

slightly larger fee, so that he might be
encouraged to devote more time to his
duties. Two pounds a week is not a
very liberal fee to a man %i-ho must have
some ability, some knowledge of business,
and some knowledge such as Captain
Laurie possesses, if it is possible to secure
such a mn. In the control of a harbour
questions arise of great importance to
importers, ship-mnasters, and the country
at large. I think that £50 a year for
each of the other coinmssioners is a very
small honorarium to secure their serious
and continued attention to their duties.
That, however, is by the way:- It is not
in the power of this House to increase
the fees; but members can suggest that
it would be wise for the Government to
reconsider at some future time the scale
of fees provided. If the commissioners
are men of the stamp we expect, they
certainly deserve higher fees than the
Bill will give them. It was my intention
before Mir. Brimnage spoke to move in
Committee the excision of Clause 1S. For
this I have very good reasons, which
Mr. Mfoss has ably detailed on other
occasions; and I am sure I shall have his
support on this occasion. Mr. Kingsmill
moved for the insertion of a similar
clause in the Fremantle Harbour Bill;
and I have no doubt he did so for
the reason he has mentioned-because
there was one man who appeared to be
eminently fitted for the position, and
that man happened, fortunately or unfor-
tunately, to he a member of Parliament.
I believe there was at that time a great
disinclination on the part of a consider-
able number of members to insert the
clause, and thus in their opinion to depart
from a right principle. And though I
had not studied the Constitution so
seriously as I have studied it since, I
thought it was undesirable to pass such a
clause in direct opposition to the Con-
stitution under which we work. I do not
wish to labour the point. I am sorry

that -Mr. Briinage, who seems to think he
has a grievance against Captain Laurie,
should have indulged in some little per-
sonalities this afternoon. I think he
might have dealt with this subject -with-
out introducing such an element.

Second reading of Bill.
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lion. T. F. 0. BRiiage: I was continu-
ally interrupted.

Hon. G. RANDELL: I am. afraid the
hon. member has a grievance; and I
should advise him to keep his grievances
in the 1)ackground when be is in a House
of Parliament. We must all submit to
criticism, must allow fair and honest ex-
pression of Opinion by every individual
member; and no one of uts has a right
to hanyi a member because of his opinion

oan'vpoint whatever. Clause 4 pro-
vdsthat the commissioners shall be ap-

pointed by the Governor, and Clauses 11
and 12 that they shall receive fees; and
they can be removed at any time by the
Governor-that is, practically by the Gov-
erment. The surplus, if any, earned
by the harbour is to be paid into the con-
solidated revenue. On the question of
the appointment of a member of Parlia-
menit to an office of profit, the Constitu-
tion Amendment Act of 1899 is very
definite. According to Section 37-

"If any person while holding an
office of profit under the Crown, other
than that of an officer of Her Majesty's
sea or land forces on full, half, or

*retired pay, be elected a member of the
Legislative Council or of the Legislative
Assembly, he shall, if he takes the
oath or makes the affirmiation herein-
before prescribed, be held by so doing
to vacate his said office."

Then by Section 38, Subsection 6, if any
member of Parliament-

"Accepts any pension during pleasure
or for term of years other than an
allowance unmder Section 71 of 'The
Constitution Act, 1889,' or any office
of profit from the Crown~, other than
that of an officer of Her Majesty's sea
or land forces on futll. half, or retired
pay"-

his seat shall thereupon becoime vacant.
This clause in the Bill i3 thus a contra-
venition of these sections of the Constitu-
tion Anienditent Act, and] it seems to me
that in that Act the intention of the
Legislature is unmistakable-that no
position of this description should be
held 1)y a member of Parliament. What-
ever may have taken place in other
States I think we are bound by our Con-
stitution, and that we are hound for our

own sakes, for our own self-preservation
to observe the Act; because anyone, with-
out my indicating my meaning in more
precise terms, can see the necessity for
preserving free and untrammrellel the in-
dependence of members of Parliament. I
do not wish to say any more of Clause 18,
or to suggest that the corresponding
section in the Fremantle Harbour Trust
Act has operated injuriously. I am quite
wvilling, with Mr. Moss, to hear testimony
to the excellent results which have
followed the appointment of a member
of this House to the office of chairman of
the Fremnantle Harbour Trust. But that
does not affect the question, as I think
Captain Laurie will admit. I am sure
even' member of this House who wishes
to retain its privileges will agree to the
excision of the clause in question. I may
mention in conclusion that every member
of the commission might he a member of
Par-liament. I believe there is not the
slightest intention on the part of the
Government to appoint a member of
Parliament as chanirnman, or- evenl as a
comuissioner, of the Bunbur-y Harbour
Trust; therefore we can approach this
subject free from all personal influence,
and can decide it on the broad question
of principle.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
reply) :I a'" pleased with the reception
that this measure of self-government has
'net with in this House. As to the point
raised by illx. Randell regarding the
fees, it muist be remembered that the fees
are in proportion to those paid to the
Fremantle Harbour Trust Commissioners.
They receive, I believe, £250 and £150.
The work in Bunbury will not he nearly
so heavy as that in Fremantle. The Hun-
bury commissioners will be business
people belonging to the town, and no great
portion of their time will be occupied
by their harbour trust duties. I cannot
agree with Mr. Kingsmill that the Bill
will not give the commissioners suffiient
power. The reason why they have not
been given the same powers as the Fre-
mnantle commissioners I have already
stated. N9 doubt in time, as they get
into harness and as the harbour grows,
they will be given extended powers. Pot
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'this reason alone the difference in the
powers makes a corresponding difference
in the work; consequently I think we shall
be able to secure business men to take
up the positions, even though the fees be
as proposed. I know that a good many
members take exception to Clause 18,
but I must confess I do not appreciate
the objections raised. The question has
another aspect. Why should the country
be deprived of it good mlan's services
merely because lie is a member of Parlia-
ment ?

Hon, G. .Randefl: Suppose you carry
-that argument to its logical conclusion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I ad-
mit that would be inadvisable. At the
same time, you must trust the Govern-
ment of the day not to overdo the thing.
The clause does not prevent the appoint-
net of a good man, if one be available.
We have had one instance of how a.
similar clause may be availed of, and I
think it goes without saying that we
should have misseq a great opportunity
if the corresponding section had been
-struck out of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust Bill. I think that the remarks of
TMr. Brimage arc much to be regretted,
and quite uncalled for, and I ami sure on
cahn consideration none will regret them
more than the member who uttered the
words. We have heard from a former
Colonial Secretary, who appointed the
chairman of the Trust, that it was much
against his will that he took up the work
for the second term. Before Mr. Laurie
left for England he tendered his resign-
ation, but the Government prevailed onl
'him to withdraw it. It was very much
against the chairnan's wishes to with-
draw it, as (lie position (lid not suit him
from a business point of view, and
that, as he would be away for six months,
this was, a good opportunity to resign.
He consented, however, to retain the posi-
tion till his return, so that he might make
'inquiries while away into the working of
various large harbours. During his ab-
sence Mr. Laurie inspected many her-
bours, and onl his return gave the Govern-
ment very valuable information, and
-was, not paid one penny for his work.
While Mr. Laurie was away his fellow
Commissioners all expressed their anxiety

that he should retain the position. It
was only when we looked round for a
possible successor to him that we realised
the quantity of work the chairman had
done, and the difficulty it would he to
fill his phice. It must be remembered
that the remuneration is' very small. I
amn satisfied that thle work has been a
large pecuniary loss to the chairman.
The Commissioners thought if we could
get a man for £800 a year to do the
work we would get off cheaply. I am of
that opinion also, I am glad to say that
on Mr. Laurie's return to the State he
withdrew his resignation. Knowing all
these things I felt very grieved at the
remarks made by Mr. Brimage concern-
ig the chairman of the Trust. Motives
were imputed against him which were
most uncalled for, and Mr. Brimage
should have apologised for them, for he
lied done an injustice to Mvr. Laurie.

Question put and passed, the Bill read
a second time.

In Commnittee.
Clauses I and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Butnhury Harbour Board:
Hon. M. L. MOSS moved an amend-

met-
That the word -five be struck out

and the wuord "three" be inserted in
lieu.

The COLJONIAL SECRETARY:
When the Bill was first before another
place only three commissioners were pro-
vided for, but it was resolved to increase
the number to five. After all perhaps it
would be better to have the larger
nnuber.

Hon. M. L. MIOSS :The Chairman of
Committees (Hon. W. Kingsmill) in
speaking to thle second reading expressed
his opinion that three would he quite
sufficient. He (3Mr. Mloss) was of the
samne opinioni. Doubtless, there would be
similar applications for boards from
Geraldton and Albany, and if fire com-
missioners were appointed at Bunbury
they would insist onl having that number;
consequently, this clause might he looked
upon as establishingv a precedent.

Hon. J. W, HACKETT considered
that the numher should remain at fire.

Bill, in commitice.
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Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: For the
small amount of work that the board
.would hare to do at Bunbury, three comn-
misuioners would be ample.

Amendment-put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes .- . .. 16
Noes . .. 3

Majority for .. I.

AYES. ' OE
Hon. T. F. 0., Brimage 'Boo. JD1. C
Han. E. K. Clarke Ron. J. W.I
Hon, F. Connor Hon, J. A. T
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. J. T. (ilowrey
Hfon. V. Hameraley
Hon. SA. Hsye
Hon, it. Lu
Bon. W. T3. Loton
Hon. W. lMley
Hon. R. 0. McKenie
Ron. L. I Moss
Hon: W. Patrick
Ron. G. Fandell
Hon. R. F. Shall
Rom. C. Soimers

(Tetl-r).

Amendment thus passed.
Clause as amended arced to.
Clauses 4 to 12-agreed to.

*13

Elackett
hoinson

(TAer).

Clause 13-Quorum:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

an amendment-
That the wvord "three" in line 2 be

struck out and "two"l be inserted in
lieu.

Amendmnent put and passed - clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 14 to 17-geed to.

Clause 18-Office of Commissioner not
to be deemed an office of profit:

Hon- G. RANI)ELL moved an amend-
met-

That the clause be struck out.
During the second-reading debate he had
-expressed his objections to 'the clause
aund it was unnecessary to repeat them
now.

Hon. R. LjAURITE would inform mem-
,bers that his resignation as chairmen of
the Fremantle Harbour Trust was in his
pocket ready to be handed to the Colonial
.Secretary. It would be absolutely de-
grading for anyone of spirit to hold the
position after what bad fallen from memn-
%ers of the House ; at any rate a. man of
his spirit. Not only did it do il-credit
wto members of the House to speak in the

manner they had done, but it cast a libel
on members themselves. It had been
said by members, to whom he gave more
credit for being fairer to themselves and
to other members, that to leave such a
clause as this in the Bill was un fair, and
might have an effect such as the clause
was never intended to have: that the posi-
tion was to be given to a member as a
solatium for his services. A man mnight
sacrifice his business to be stung by people
inside the House whom one had hitherto
respected. If a muember of Parliament
had the ability, and the knowledge, and
lie was a man of unimpeachable character,
why should not the Government take ad.-
vantage of his services ? Because people
of the State were so mouchi in the habit of
thiinking that everyone was had, we were
to turn round and say that such a, clause
ais this should not exist. The chairman
of the Victorian Harbour Trust was an
architect receiving £E600 a year. Why did
he hold that position I Not because he
was fitted for it by his profession, but
because he was a man of unimpeachable
character. The board at Geelong, -which
only controlled one jetty, had a chairman
receiving £E400 a year. An attack bad
been made on the chairman of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, because. he hap-
pened to be a member of the House, and
because he received fees. 'What were the
fees 9 One might spend six months in
England trying to collect information for
the benefit of the State, spending money
out of one's own pocket, receiving no fees
while away, and then to be accused of
various things. This clause said that a
member of the board should receive fees
not exceeding £50 per annum, because the
member of the board would not be paid
if he did not attend the meetings,. It ill
became mnembers of Parliament to belittle
themselves by saying that a member of
P'arliament could sel his, services for
£50. What were we coming to, that for
the sake of a paltry £,50 a member would
sell his services Take it from himi that
could not be said of Robert Laurie. Not-
withstanding all that had been sad of
his knowledge of the Freman tie Harbour,
it had been an absolute loss to him to be
chairman of that hoard. It had been an
alteration from his incoming in wages
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alone of £65,000, and there was something
made out of that. He had endeavoutred
to bring about a better state of affairs for
the working of the Fremantle harbour
and better economical management. But
leaving himself out of the question, we
found that mnembers of the House, who
had occupied a seat here for years, said
that for the sake of a paltry £60 a year,
the (Joverinent could place a nian in that
position, and that members of this House
anti of another place were capable of
selling themselves for that amount. We
should strike the clause out. As far as
Robert Laurie was concerned there was
no position in the country for which he
would sell his services. Were we get-
ting to the stage when no member of the
House or another place could be trusted
to vote straight, because the Government
could otter a paltry £50 in fees for 12
months ? In New Zealand and Victoria,
and] the seine would apply directly to
South Australia, the members of the
board were paid fees for the purpose of
watching the interests of the Government.
He had a little more faith in members of
another place and of this House than to
think that they would sell themselves for
a paltry' sum of £C50.

Hon. c: SOM1WERS:. Captain Laurie
took this matter too much to heart. The
principle of paying mnembers of Parlia-
inent was bad. There was an exception
to every rule, ant ihe was pleased to say
that the appointment of Captain Laurie
was the exception in this ease. We all
realised the great service that member
had given to thle State, and he regretted
to say that the member intended tender-
ing the resignation of his position. This
'vas at very dangerous power to place in
the hands, of any Government. In a
small la~ce like Bunbury we might find
that two members of Parliament might
be appointed to positions, and no doubt
those appointments, would give satisfac-
tion. Still it was a bad pinciple, there-
fore lie would support the striking out Of
the clause.

H~on. E. 31. CLARKE supported the
striking out of the clause.

Trhe COLONIAL SECRETARY:- It
"'as to he hoped the Committee would not
strike out Ihe clause. It had been said

through the insertion of a similar clause
to this, good and valuable service had
been rendered to the State by a certain
member of the House. No decision had
been arrived at as to the dppointmenta
to this board. If there were members of
Parliament whose services were valuable
why preveiit the country from having
those services? One regretted very much
indeed the remnarks made by 'Mr. Brim-
age, which had caused Captain Laurie to
tenider his resignation ;it was to lie
hoped Captain Laurie would reconsider
his decision, and remember that the re-
marks which had been made were only
those of Mr. Briniage. Members in strik-
ing out the clause reflected on themselves,.
and on their fellouw members. We allowed
members of Parliament to have seats on
municipal councils, to go on hospital
boards, cemetery boards, fire brigade-
boards, managing portions of the State
affairs, and was it not an advantage to
have a miember of Parliament on a hoard!-

Mr. MOSS moved an amendment-

That thme clause be struck out and thme
following inserted in lien " a mem-
ber of the Parliament of Whestern Aus-
tralia, may be appointed as commis-
sioner, but in suck case he shall not be
entitled to receive remuneration for
his services."

The CHAIRMAN : That would have-
to be inserted as a new clause.

Mr. MOSS ,It could be moved as
a proviso to the clause.

Hon. T. F. 0. -BRIMAGE : If any
member of Parliament had a knowledge
of harbour works hre could be appointed
to the board without violating the Con-
stitution Act. This clause practically
nullified a section of the Constitution Act
and should be struck out.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON opposed the
clause. If ever there was an occasion
for one member to say, "Save mie from.
mny friends," it had occurred to-day. He
was sorry for Captain Laur~ie. Fioni the,
remarks by some members one would imi-
agine that if we did not hare the services
of one man to conduct the affairs of Elie
Fremantle Harbour Trust, the whole con-
cern Would break down. It was unwise
to have special Acts to allow members

Bill, in Coinntiifee.
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of Parliament to accept an office of pro-
fit ; because no matter how bonourable
and straightforward the action of a main-
bar might be in the interests of the State
in accepting such a position, the outside
public and most people would believe it
was wrong ; and if Captain Laurie felt
that lie should hold the position, the Gov-
ernment had no right to allow it. If
this clause remained in the Bill three mem-
bers of Parliament could be appointed as
Commissioners at Bunbury. Worse than
that would he to allow any member of
the board to be interested in works
carried on at the harbour, such as steve-
doring.

The CHAIRM1AN :The point the hon.
member was raising was dealt with in
another part of the Bill, and could not
be dealt with at this stage.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON:. It was
wrong to appoint a member of Parlia-
ment to a position like this, and it was
doubly wrong to have a special Act that
a member of Parliament might hold such
a position and remain a member of Par-
lianient.

Hon. S. J. HAYNES : While having
no desire to indulge in personalties, he
took strong exception to Captain Laurie's
remarks. Captain Laurie, who must have
been smarting unduly tinder what he
considered offensive remarks from a mem-
ber of this House, had complained that
members were opposing this clause be-
cause they thought that a paltry £50
might be a sop to any meniber of Parlia-
uteut who accepted the position of Com-
innssioner ; in fact that the £50 might
corrupt the member. Such a thought
bad never entered his, (Mr. Haynes's)
mind. The principle at stake applied
whether it was £C5 or £,500. The Con-
stitution Act said that clauses of this
type were diametrically opposed to the
Constitution. The point was made in
the Constitution Act on no less than three
occasions so that Parliament might be
thoroughly pure and upright. Captain
Laurie's remarks were absolutely unj usti-
fled.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 10-Appointment of officers
and servants:

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIUAGE : Had the
Minister any idea what the cost of these
officers would be ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Not more than was the ease to-day. We
already had a berthing master, a shipping
master, and a harbourmaster at Bunbury.
Tb are might be some little additional ex-
pense iii the appointment of a secretary,
but it must be realised that when the
board took control ten times that amount
would he saved, as was the case in Fre-
mantle.

Hon. G. RANDELL : The hon. mem-
ber need not trouble about additional ex-
pense. The tendency would be the other
way. The board would exercise such con-
trol as to handle matters more econo-
mnically than the Government.

Hon. fT. F. 0. Brimage : That was
not the present experience.
Hon, E. Al!. CLARKE : Certain per-

sons were already paid for doing the
clerical work in connection with the har-
bour. It simply meant that the same
people would be employed to do the same
work, but they would be employed and
paid through another channel. Outside
the fees payable to the Commissioners,
the cost of control should. -be no more
than now.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 20 to 31-agreed to.

Clause 32-Chief Harbourmaster may
erect and maintain harbour lights, etc.

Hon. fT. F. 0. Brimage : Did not the
board take control of all harbour lights T

The Colonial Secretary : No.
Clause passed.
Clauses 32 to 54-agreed to.

Clause 55-Collection of dues:
Hon. J. W. HACKETT : What would

happen if the dues collected were not
sufficient to meet the expenses of the.
board '1

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: By
Clause 52 the Governor-in-Council would
increase the dues levied by the board to
intet the liabilities of the board. That
clause was put in the amending Fremnantle,
Harbour Trust Bill to ensure that interest
and sinking fund were provided.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : If the ut-
most dues the board could impose were

Bill, in Committee. 193&
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insufficient, what course would be fol-
lowed 9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
was the case at Fremantle interest and
sinking fund would probably not be met.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : Would
Parliament be asked to make up the
difference I

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
It might not be a good policy to expect
the board to meet all expenses and in-
terest and sinking fund.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 56 to end-agreed to.
Schedule-agreed to.

Bill reported, and returned to the
Legislative Assembly with a request that
certain amendments he made.

BILL-STATE CHiILDREN.
Schedule of ten amendments made

by the Legislative Assembly now con-
sidered in Committee.

No. 1-Clause 4, add the following
-words to the definition of "lying-in
bomne,' "and includes any home main-
tained for this purpose by the Govern-
maent" -agreed to.

No. 2-Cause 19, paragraph (b), add
"and under Sections ten and twelve of

the Public Education Act, 1899, and
Sections three of the Public Education
Amendment Act, 1905."1

The CQLONTAL SECRETARY
moved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
The amendment supplied an omission and
the object was to enact that in addition
to charges against children, the children's
court should also have jurisdiction in cases
wherein parents were eliargod with neg-
lecting to send their children to school
in contravention of Sections 12 and 13
of the Public Education Act 1905.

Question passed ; the amendment
agreed to.

No. 3-Clause 22, add a paragraph as
follows : "It shall not be lawful to pub-
lish a report of the proceedings before
the court, or of the result of any such
proceedings, if such publication has been
prohibited by the court.'

The need for this provision was sug-
gested by Dr. Hackett, and was on the

Notice Paper prior to reference of the
Bill to the select committee ; but was
overlooked later when dealing with that
committee's report. He moved-

That the amendment be agreed to,
Question passed ; the amendment

agreed to.
No. 4-Clause 80, add the wvords

iprotecting or assisting" after " charge
of" in line 2-agreed to.

No. 5-Clause 94, strike out the words
"during week days" in line 21.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved-

That the amendmient be agreed to.
The clause as passed by this Committee
limited the issue of licenses to children
to trade only on week days ; tinder the
amendment made in another place, chil-
dren could be licensed also to sell news-
papers, fruit, etcetera, on Sundays as
on other days. In view of the large
majority which passed the amendment
in another place, we might accept it.

Hon. G. EANDELL objected to the
Iaiiendinent in the interests of children,
aid on the grounds of common decency
and respect for the Lord's Day. But
seeing that members in another place
were determined on the point, and having
regard to the desirability of bringing the
Bill into operation as early as possible,
we ight as well adopt the amendment,
trusting to some opportunity later for
securing by direct or indirect means the
object this House had in limiting the issue
of licenses to week days.

Question passed ; the amendment
agreed to.

Nos, 6, 7 (same clauise)
Hon. 0 . RANDELL : Would not this

interfere with administration ?
The Colonial Secretary :. No ; though

it would be easier to administer the Act
if the children were obliged to wear
badges.

H~on. J7. WV. Hackett :The badge was
not necessary. In a week the inspector
,would know every boy who was licensed,

Question put and passed ; the amend-
ments agreed to.

No. 8-Clause 96, add the words "and
may maintain Government homes for the
same purpose",

[COUNCIL.] Farther Amendments.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY
mnoved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
The words were really unnecessary, for
the clause authorised the Government to
contribute to women in lying-ill homes,
and there was a Government maternity
home in Pier Street.

Question passed ;the amendment
agreed to.

No. 9-Clause 106, add the words
-provided such register shall at all times
be open to an accredited officer of the de-
partment, and at such other times to
such persons as the Minister mar direct":

The COLON-JAL SECRETARY
moved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
This also was superfluous, as the amend-
rment merely -repeated the preceding sub-
clause'.

Hon. G. RANDELL opposed the
motion. The amendment was a bungl-
ing piece of woik, ana made nonsense
-of the stihelanse.

Question put and negatived ; the
amendment not agreed to.

No. 10-Clause 126, strike out Sub-
clause 3:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
subclause provided a minimum penalty
of 20s., and that was sometimes neces-
sary. However, he moved-

That tire amendment be agreed to.

Question passed ; the amendment
-agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report
adopted; a message accordingly returned
to thle Assembly, with reasons for dis-
agreeing to No. 9.

BfL.L-GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Constitutional Point.

Hon. J. M. DREW: Should not this
Railway Bill have been introduced in
another place by Message from the
Governor, and should it not be duly
certified by the Clerk of the Assembly
as having been so introduced? '

The PRESIDENT: The point raised
by thie bon, member is whether this Bill
reqnires, under the terms of Section 67

of the Constitution Act 1889, to be
introduced by Message from the Gover-
nor. Section 67 of the Constitution
Act provides that it shall not be lawful
for the Legislative Assembly to adopt
or pass any vote, resolution, or Bill for
the appropriation of any part of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, unless such
Bill or resolution has been first recomn-
mended to the Assembly by M1essage
from thle Governor. The Bill on the
face of it does not bear any certificate
that it was introduced by Message. con-
sequently it must be assumned that it
was riot. If, therefore, the Bill is one
Which appropriates a9ny part of tile Cotn-
solidated Revenue Fund, it is not pro-
perly before the House. The clause of
the Bill which it is suggested appro-
priateS, revenue reads as follows:-

''Section ten of the principal Act
is amended by striking out the words
'The Commissioner shall receive thle
salary of fifteen hundred pounds a
year,' and inserting in place thereof
'The Commissioner shall receive such
salary as may be fixed from time to
time by the Government."'

Turning to the principal Act, 1904. it
will be seen that i f the present Bill is
passed, Section 10 of the principal Act
would read as followvs:-

''The Commissioner shall receive
such salary* as may he fixed from time
to time by the Governor; such salary
is hereby charged on the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, and such fund to the
extent required for the payment of
such salary is hereby permanently
appropriated. "

Read by itself this clause would clearly
be creating a charge on the Consolidated
Revenue Fund; but on turning to Sec-
tion 7 of the principal Act, which wvill
still remadin in force, even asuming that
the present Bill is passed, I find that
the section provides that the appoint-
ment of a Commissioner is snbkjert to
the approval of Parliament; consequent-
ly no Commissioner can be appointed
except by a vote, resolution or Bill
passed by Parliament. In other words
no Commissioner can be appointed until
a vote, resolution or Bill has been passed
'by Parliament, and conse quently there
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is in effect no charge on the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund until such vote,
resolution or Bill is brought before either
House.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This Bill is a short amend-
wuent of the Railways Act, 1904, and
consists of nineteen clauses which, with
one or two exceptions, will not make any
material amendment in the principal
Act. The most important amendment is
that contained in Clause 4, which will
enable the Government to invite appli-
cations for the position of Commissioner
of Railways. Each applicant will state
his qualifications and the salary, he re-
quires, and the Governor-in-Council
may fix the salary at any sum he shall
deem fit. I may say it is considered
that the present salary of £1,500 a year
is too low to secure the right man. It
may be taken for granted that the
salary will not be lower than £1,500
nor more than £3,000. This Bill gives
the Government power to appoint a
Commissioner who, as mentioned in his
ruling just now by the President, under
Section 7 of the Act of 1904 shall only
occupy an acting position until the ap-
pointment has received the approval of
Parliament. The Commissioner there-
fore will only be appointed by the Gov-
ernment provisionally, and subject to
the approval of Parliament;, which really
means that the House appoints the Com-
missioner. Although the clause as to
salary is left open, except that it shall
not exceed £3,000, the salary also is to
be approved by Parliament before the
appointment is really made. Therefore
there is no necessity to fix the amount
of the salary in the Bill. 'It' is a wise
provision not to limit the salary, for it
may be that if we were only able to
offer a certain salary of £2,500 a year,
whereas he wanted £3,000, we might lose
a first-class man who would save thous-
ands of pounds every year to the State.
The next amendment is set out in Clause
3. and amends Section 22 of the Act.
The clause adds a proviso stating that
the powers ,conferred upon the Commis-

sinner may from time to time be exer-
cised by the Goveraor-in-Couneil, and
any charges, conditions, and regulations
fixed or imposed by the Governor-in-
Council shall supersede the charges, con-
ditions, or regulations fixed or imposed
by the Commissioner. Under the Act
the Executive Council only have power
to make alterations in the rates if they
are previously recommended by the Com-
missioner. Under the alteration, how-
ever, the Governor-in-Council can make
alterations although they have not been
reuomnmended by the Commissioner. The
clause gives the Government more power
in regard to rates, and members will
agree that it is wise to extend it, so
that if the Commissioner is unduly
raising the rates and thereby injuring
the country, the Government can step
in and reduce the rates. Clause 4 pro-
vides for the establishment of a volun-
tary superaiinuation fund. This fund
is at present being carried on, but ex-
ception has been taken to it by the
Auditor General, who questions the
power of the Commissioner to carry out
such a work without Parliamentary sanc-
tion. All the clause desires is to make
the present practice legal. Clause 5
provides a small amendment to Section
40. Clause 6 provides an amendment
to Section 45, and gives greater power
to deal with ticket-scalpers. It is con-
sidered that at present there is not suf-
ficient power under the section of the
Act to deal with these people. Clause 7
amends Section .59, and enables the
Commissioner to let contracts for five
years instead of three years as at pre-
sent. For instance, contracts are let
for the lease of refreshment rooms, or
for hflardings for advertising purposes,
and it is thought a better price could
be secured if they were let far five years
instead of three. Clause 8 amends Secm-
tion 70 of the Act, and deals with the
constitution of appeal boards. The
Clause makes provision for the appoint-
ment of a deputy chairman and deputy
representatives of the board, so that if
the chairman or the representatives are
away deputies will be able to take their
places. Clause 9 also deals with the
same question, and provides that the

Second reading.
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election of members of the board shall
take place on the first Monday in Febru-
ary instead of on the first Monday in
January, as is provided tinder the Act.
It is considered that the amendment
will better suit all concerned. There
are a few other small amendments con-
cerning the question of the appeal
board, which I will explain when in
Committee. Clause 10 provides that all
appeals before the appeal. board shall
he heard before a full board. By the
amendment to Section 70, in the event
of the chairman or the representatives
being away their places can be filled
by deputies, consequently every appeal
must nowv be heaird by a full board.
Clause 12 amends Section 74, by allow-
ing the secretary of the employees' union
to appear as a representative of the
appellant before the appeal board. This
power is not contained in the Act, and
the result is to recognise the secretary
of the union. I understand the clause
was added while the Bill was in another
place. Clause 14 gives the Commis-
sioner power, with the approval of the
Governor-in-Council, to appoint special
constables- A simuilar power was re-
enitly conferred on the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust. Clause 15 provides that
the Minister may, by Order-in-Council.
published in the Government Gazette,
declare that any branch, spur, or other
railway, shall be a district railway, or
shall cease to be a district railway. The
term "'district railway'' applies to the
spur lines. The passenger fares on
these lines are the same as on the main
lines, hut the freight charges, are fixed
on short distance rates, whereas when
goods reach the main line they are
brought Under the ordinary rate. Clause
16 provides that in the special circum-
stances tnder which district railways
are constructed and worked, the Com-
missioner should not be liable for loss
of goods as he is on main lines. On
some of these branch lines there will
be no stations, and the spur railways
hare been built more as tramways than
anything else, and it is proposed to take
up goods here and there. Therefore if
a passenger or client elects to put his
goods down at a certain place, the Corn-

missioner should not have the same re-
sponsibility east on him as if the goods
were put on a proper station where
there are goods sheds, etcetera. This
amendment is necessary. The clause
also exempts the Commissioner from
liability to fence the spur lines, and sets
out that the locomotive can run tender
first.

Hon. J. TV, Hackett -If the railway
goes through freehold land the Conmnis-
sioner has to fence it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause relieves the Commissioner from
the liability of fencing spur hunes. That
will save a good deal of expense, and
the amendment with regard to the ten-
der being- able to run first will obviate
the cost of turntables. Clause 17 pro-
vides for the more sa tisfactory working
of the spur lines, and enables the Com-
missioner to get persons to work on
them tinder conditions other than those
which apply to Workers on the main
lines. The Commissioner has power to
make special regulations to deal with
these officers. The classification of the
railway servants sets out the particular
duties of the respective workmen. It
would be impossible to run the spur
lines under these conditions, consequent-
ly this clause is inserted so that the
guard and the driver of the train may
he called upon to do other work as well.
For instance, the gu~ard Will act practic-
ally as station master at the various
stopping places. As soon as the rail-
way servant is put to work on the spur
lines he will he exempt from the ordin-
ary regulations, hut it is provided that
the regulations Will not be applied to a
man transferred temnporarily from the
main line, and he Will not lose any
privilegecs because he is so transferred.
These amendments are proposed to be
made. There are 16 or 17 altogether,
hut ontv about two of them are of great
im~portance.

Eon. W. MAIJY (South-East)
Under the RU!l provision is made where-
by on the spur railways the rates will
be charged Onl the scale of short distance
rates. That is a mistake, for it would
he preferable to encourage the produe-

Second reading. 1939
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tion of cereals by giving farmers along
these railways the benefit of the low
rates. This wonld mean a great reduc-
tion not only on the railways, but also
in the price of the Lramn at the farm.
The farmer is often induced to sell his
wheat to one who has better chances of
taking advantage of the railway freights
and of the markets, and is therefore
prevailed upon to accept a lower rate
than he should do. I have not given the
Bill the study which it demands, and I
must c.onfess that it is not creditable
for thre Governmient to bring down such
important Bills as this so late in the
session. This is now becoming a regu-
lar custom-a rush of Bills of a most
important. nature at the last hours of
the session. While I am not prepared
to obstruct the passage of the measure,
T shall wvatch it carefully' through Coim-
mit tee. I trust members wvith the
limited Cme at their disposal will niake
the Bill something like a workable pro-
position. The increasing of the salary

a of any offlcer we have here at present
will not lead to better results. So far
as I can" learic there is no fear of locing
any of the officers we have at the pre-
sent tie. Taere are no demnands from
abroad rt'i thei"- services, and a% far '.j

I have discovered 'he services oa :mv
officer in the railways are valuable only
for local puposes. We have heard
of oilher officials whose services have
been demnand~d elsewvhere; they can ask
for higher salaries. But as far as our
officers a ae concerned I have not heard
that the Pastern States or Great Britain
have made a demand for their services,
if we except the case of Mr. Davies who
Inas gone bock to the old country and
no'v occupies a good position in Eng-
land-all the mere credit to a man who
did good service here. I am not opposed
to the pa 'yment of a good salary to a
good man.' I apprehend in increasing
this salary the wish of the House would
he not necessarily to increase the salary
of our present Commissioner, but rather
to see whether we cannot get better
services from some experienced man
wrho has a reputation elsewhere. I
trust every clause will be dealt with as
fully as time will permit.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (North-
East) : I notice the Gjovernment are re-
serving to themselves the right to ap-
point a new Commissioner of Railways.
If that is so I hope the next Commis-
sioner will be a man who understands
the railw ays and there will be no politi-
cal appointment, for the reason that
this country' is not in a position to, start
teaching mnen their business. If we
have to pay a man we, want a man who
has already' learned his business and
able to control our railwvays, Person-
ally' I think we have just as good men
in the State in our, railway service as
wve can import. Mri. Davies who 'vas
discharged from here is one of the rail-
way magnates of Great Britain, and
there is no doubt to my mind. the men
we hive in the State at the present time
control1ling the railways arc I horoughlY
wvell versed in colonial railway enter-
prise. I hope ille Government will give
some of our officers a fair trial in man-
agemnent. They know the railways,
they know wvhat can be done, they know
what our country will carry. I throw
this out as a hinit that some official in
the railways, the Acting Commissioner
for instance, who has liad a long service,
and has given satisfactory and faithful
service, and "'ho is perfectly capable of
occupying the position of Railway Con-
missioner, should before any' importation
is made be given a trial; and farther-
more when the new Commissioner is
appointed we shall not have any p)oliti-
cian appointed, a man who dioes not
uinderstand railway work. There is no
doubt in my' mind as soon as 'Mr. George
resigned the railways showed a huge
saving, so much so that the finances of
the railways gave a great advance.

Hon. C. A. PIESSF (South-East) : I
do not intend to take tip the time, but
I wish to intimate that in Committee I
shall move that Clauses 15 and 16 be
struck out. The reason for proposing
the deletion of Clause 15 is that the
piower that it seeks to give is tou great
a power to be placed in the hands of a
Cornmissioner. Pa rliamont is the ye-
sponsible body' in a matter of this kind.
It is Parliament who should say whether
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a main line should become a district rail-
way or not, and not the Commissioner.
That is one matter that should be dealt
with by Parliament. Clause 16 is a

mntosprovision. There is no ques-
tion about it. It gives the Commissioner
the right to cut uip one's property to go
through it where he likes, and there is no
liability whatever ; there is no liability
as to the fencing. We know that already
claims are made, but the Commissioner
has no liability. I will deal with these
matters in Committee. I have no wore
to say on this occasion.

]Ron. J1. W. WRIGHT (Metropolitan):-
I shall support, the striking out of
Clnusis 15 and 16 because they do away
with the liability of the Commissioner
in regard to spur railways. No doubt
these lines should be fenced. I think
Clause 2 should have added to it the
words " not exceeding £2,500," because
the present salary of thle Commissioner
is Z1,500 and the railways of the State
were never under better control than
to-day, yet it is thought fit to increase
the salary of the Commissioner by one
half. There is no doubt when the late
Commissioner was appointed I was
greatly opposed to him, but lie has done
better work than I anticipated. Now
that he has served his apprenticeship he
should have remained for a year or two
when lie niight have done good wvork.
We should not put £3,000 on the railway
expenses. I think it would be sufficient
to pay niot more than £2,500 which is a
good salary for ally Commissioner of
Railways. I will move an amendment
to that effect in Committee. I ;shall
certainly support the striking out of
Clauses :15 and 16. I am glad we have
not a clause in the Bill that was before
us last year doing away with all respon-
sibility for goods which are left at
stations. This provision, I am glad to
say, does not appear in the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Clause 1-ared to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 22:
Hon. J. W. WTRIGHT: In this clause,

after the Words "the Commissioner shall

r-eceive such salary as miay' be fixed from
time to time by the Governor," we should
add the wards " not exceeding the stun of

;2500."
The CHAIRMAN:- Did the hion. miem-

ber move that as an amendment 9
Hfon. J. WV. WRIGHT: Yes.
The CHAIR.MAN : The amendmient

was not in order.
Hon. J. WV. WRIGHT: In what way?
'rlie CHAIRMAN: It was directly ap-

p ropria tinug revenue.
Hon. J. WV. WRIGHT: It was not

appropriating revenue.
The CHAIRMAN: If the lion. member

wvished to disagree with the ruling hie mntst
state his objection in writing, and it v: uld
be laid before the President.

Hfon. J. W. WRIGHT: W"hat was thle
use of bringing Bills before us if we
could not amend them V

The CHAIRMAN: If the lion. member
wished to disagr-ee with the ruling he must
do so in the proper way.

Ron. '. T7. TWright: It was a most
objectionable ruling.

Hon, W. MALEY: It appeared there
was no quarry in view in this hunt for a
commissioner worth mnore than £1,500
per~ annumn. Did the Government have
in view a commissioner worth a sumi not
yet known? Or wvas it that the Govern-
ment had not the courage to say what
lie was worth. We had civil ser-
vanits who had been over-paid, and
even Governors who had been over-paid.
It was significant that wvhereas the amount
fixed as a salary to he paid to the Coin-
mnissioner in the Act was £1,50 the Gov-
ernment now desired greater latitude, in
the hope probably of making the salary
as high as possible. The present acting
commissioner was performing the duties
satisfactorily, and he (Mr. Maley) would
be pleased were his services retained by
the State. Would] the Minister say what
sumn it was intended to pay the new comn-
missioner, and also whence he was to be
obtained.

Ron. J. A. THOMSON: There was no
specific provision in the Bill that the
salary was subject to ratification by Par-
liamnent in like manner to the appoint-
ment.

In Committee. 1941
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Hon. C. A. PIESSE: The Government
should be given some latitude in such mat-
ters. If the salary exceed an amount con-
sidered adequate, Parliament' had a
remedy later.

Hon. J. A. THOMINSON was agreeable
that the appointment and the fixing of the
salary should be left in the hands of the
Government, but subject to a ratification
by Parliament. It was unlikely we wvould
obtain the services of a really good man
unless prepared to pay the salary an ex-
pert could command. There should be no
objection to suibmitting the matter to the
ratification of Parliament, for if the Gov-
ernment convinced Parliament that the
services of a first-class man had been ob-
tained the appointment and the salary
would be readily endorsed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Both
the salary and the appointment must be
ratified by Parliament. The salary would
come uip on the Estimates, while the pria-
cipal Act provided that an appoinment to
a vacancy in the position of commissioner
must be referred to Parliament.

Hon. 3. W. WRIGHT: It would be
remembered that on the appointment the
late commissioner, when objection was
taken members were told the commissioner
was appointed for five years, and that if
his services were dispensed with, this could
be done only by paying his salary for that
period. Before another appointment was
made the question of salary should be
,submitted to Parliament, as it was too
late to raise the question after appoint-
mient.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
real object in nmending the existing Act
was to give the Government a free hand
in the matter of appointing a successor
to ',%r. George. It was recognised tbat a
thoroughly competent commissioner could
not be obtained for the salary stated in
the principal Act, £1,500 per annum.

Flnn. G. RAKUELL: Was it desired
that Parliament should also decide as to
the qualifications of the appointee? This
matter should be left in the hands of the
Government.

Hion. J. If. DREW: The late commis-
sinner was appointed for five years, and
members were then told that if the ap-
pointment were not ratified, 'Mr. George

could claimi five years' salary. 'Would the
Minister say whether it was proposed in
this instance to make a flyer-years-agr-ee-
went without reference to Parliament?,

Hon. W. MALEY: The Government's
disregard of the resolution (if this House
regarding the railways. was not proper.
When the opinion of this House was ex-
pressed by formal resolution,. the Govern-
mont should regard that opinion. We
were told that the decision in the matter
of salary rested with Parliament; but the
Minister well knew this House could not
alter items in. the Estimates. Once this
Bill passed, the authority of Parliament,
as to both appQinment and salary, was
handed over to the Government. The
Government having considered this ques-
tion for some time, the Minister should
now be prepared to make an announce-
ment of so much of the Government
policy as would indicate whence the new
commissioner would come, and what his
salary was to be. The House was en-
titled to be enlightened on these points.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY could
not give farther infornation than was
already supplied. The principal Act
clearly provided that no appointment
should be made without the approval of
Parliament, and farther the amount of
salary was also subject to ratification by
Parliament.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON: It would he
nwise to withold from the Government

the right to make the appointment, but it
must be distinctly understood that the
appoinmient and the saary Were both sub-
ject to the approval of Parliament. If
a competent mian was secured, the ap-
pointment and the salary were both sub-
jects to the approval of Parliament. If
a competent man were secured, the ap-
pointinent and also the salary, even
thouigh a high one, would be readily rati-
fied.

At 6.15, the Chairman left the Chair.
At 7.30 Chair resumed.

Clauses 2 to 14-agreed to.

Clause 15-District Railways:
Hon. C. A. PIESSE: The clause should

be struck out. Parliament was the pro-
per body to decide which should be main

in Coni"Wiee.
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lines and which district lines. A redeem-
iug feature of the clause was that a spur
railway might be promoted to the rank
of a main line; hut even that power should
niot be given to the Government. The
customers of district railways were sub-
jected to a special rate. The Collie-Nar-
rogin raliway was a throug-h line, and
should have all the advantages 'of a
through line; yet the Government might
declare it a district railway, and cause no
end of expense to the settlers.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE supported
the clause. Spur railways were originally
constructed as cheaply as possible, and
might if necessary be subsequently pro-
vided with heavier rails and otherwise im-
proved. When they were improved, the
clause empowered the Government to pro-
mote them to a higher class.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: When
spur lines were first authorised it was wvell
understood that they should be worked
under the special conditions explained
earlier this evening. By the clause any
branch or spur line, or other railway,
could be declared a district railway. If
a district railway were declared a main
line and the traffic subsequently fell off,
that line might again be declared a dis-
trict railway. The conditions on a dis&-
trict railway were special. For instance,
trains could stop anywhere.

Eon. C. A. PIES SE: The clause would
affect not only spur lines bhut existing
main lines. The Collie-Narrogin exten-
sion might be made a district railway.

Hon. W. MfALEY protested against
the clause. The settler on a district rail-
way was subject to grave disabilities.
Spur lines were constructed with the hope
of inducing settlement, hut to do that
we must not increase the freights. Rather
.should we inipose cheaper'rates; yet on
these lines rates were higher than on the
mnain lines. Let us see on division how
many members favoured a reduction of
railway rates, and how manX favoured
the existing rates, which harassed the far-
mer, partly for the benefit of the State,
and partly for the beneft of people who
enjoyed concessions uinder the railway
reguluations.

Hon. J. M1. DREW opposed the clause,
which applied not only to spur and branch

(70)

lines, but to any other lines that maight be
gazetted. The customer,, of district rail-
ways suffered under many special disad-
vantages.

Eon. E. . MeLARTY agreed with the
last speaker, and would not support either
this or the following clause. He had
suffered severely because of unfenced
railways, and it was most unjust that set-
tlers should be exposed to such losses.
On a line less than 10 miles long he had
lost £E150 worth of stock. The annoying
part was, after suffering from this great
loss one received a threatening letter from
the Railway Department for having let
thme stoek run on the line. Iii nearly ey ery
case the raway authorities wvere most
one-sided, their sole consideration being
to protect the railways and safeguard
their own interests.

Hon. E. M,. CLARKE: The clause gave
the Government the right to declare all
spur railways and other lines district rail-
wvays and the clause following it placed
the lines in the advantageous position of
not having to be fenced. While he would
not be one to harass the Government he
must urge that the clause wvent too far
and should be deleted from the Bill.

IThe COLONIA'TL SECRETARY: The
mere fact of declaring a railway a district
railway did not necessarily increase the
rates for the line. It might -well be a
preliminary to reducing the rates. If
members looked at Clause 17, they would
see the reason for Clause 15 was to enable
the lines to he worked apart from the
railway regulations. Owing to the cheaper
methods of running those lines it was
quite possible that the freightts would he
decreased over them. The mere fact of
declaring a district railway did not take
the obligation from the Commissioner of
fencing particular railway lines.

Hon. E. MI. CLARKE: If the Minister
would strike out Clause 16 he would with-
draw any objection to Clause 15.

Hon. W. MALEY: It was quite evi-
dent that the higher rates would be
charged on all these spur lines.

Hon. E. 'McLARTY: If the clause were
allowed to pass in its present form any
railway could be declared a district rail-
way, and then under the following clause
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the Commtissioner would be exempted
from ~the obligation of fencing.

Hon. V. HA'MERSLEY opposed the
clause,

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: The clause gave
too much power to the Government. Ani
amendment might well be carried proL-
ridling& that the approval of Parliament

shudbe given to any suggestion to pro-
claim a district railway.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : If
thle last suggestion were adopted, Parlia-
aneut would (10 little else but approve of
these s.mall matters. The Commissioner
was not given any more power in the
clause to rais;e the rates for a district rail-
way than for anl'y ordinary railway. The
clause was needed, more particularly to
deal with thle regutlations under which thle
employees worked. Under the railway
regulations a guard need only do guard's
work . but for a district railway hie must
be stntion-inaster, conductor, look after
the goods traffic, find out what produce
farmers intended to send by train, and, in
fact, to attend to a variety of duties.
We could not work the employees in that
way under the Railways Act. Under the
regulations for a district railway One manl
could be put onl the engine, whereas under
the Railways Act there mnust be a firemahi
and a driver. All this tended to cheapen
freights. There was no obligation now
under thle Railways Act to compel the
('uunllssl -,oner to fenc-e railway lines.
This Bill did not take any responlsibili 'ty
from the Commiussioner in that direction.
The lproviLsioIl wvas brought in for the
benefit of the farmers. Under Section
22 of the Railways Act the Commissioner
had power to fix charges, and there was
a. proviso that the Commissioner or his
officers might from time to timie fix special
charges in lieu of the ordiary charges.
That could he done in regard to these
railways. Years ago special rates were
levied on the goldfields line, and that
could he done to-day. These spur lines
were constituted district railways for the
benefit of the farmers, yet their repre-
sentalive6 objected. It was proposed to
make the Phillips River line and the
'Marble Bar line district railways.

Hon. R. LAURIE: If the clause was
struck out the spur- lines would be worked

in the sante way as the mnain lines and the
charges would necessarily be much higher;
buit if there was power to proclaim dis-
trict railways the chargzes would be muade
much lower. It was a question of
economical management. If we were to
have cheap lines, we musit not have exp~en-
sire maulaleinlent,

lon. E. 'McLATY: After the expla-
nation given by the Colonial Secretary
lie wtas willing to agree to Clause 16 as
printed.

Hion. C. A. PIESSE :The Colonial
Secretary had disclosed a pleasant state
of affairs in regard to the working of the
spur lines, but these arrangements were
not carried out. Still lie believed the
Government would be able to carry out
these arrangements if this clause were
passed. The explanation given by the
Colonial Secretary was satisfactory.

lion. J. A. THOMSON supported the
clause as printed because it gave power
to the Commissioner to work the spur
lines as payable concerns. There was not
muclh danger to stock by railways being
unfenced because trainis were not running
at night, and when they did run it was
niot at great speed. Even on mnain lines
fences were not erected to protect the
stock. but to protect the railways and the
pullie travelling by thle railways.

Hcum. 11'. ItIALEY: We had the assuir-
ante of the Colonial Secretary that short
distance rates would be charged and] these
rates were the higher.

Hon. R. LAURIE : The Government
had built spur lines to assist the settlers,
and was it to be expected that the ar-
rangemient in connection with these lines
should be expensive? If it had not been
intended to run these lines chinply hie
(Mr. Laurie) would have opposed them
strong-ly. It was thle desire of the Govern-
mient to see that these lines wvere run as
economically as possible.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 16-Exemuption from liability:
Hon. C. A. PIESSE moved as an

amendment-
That the 'words "except when (he

ruilweny passes through improved land"
be inserted at the end of Subelause 1.

He had intended to move to sitrike out

in Cominittee.
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the clause, but seeing that Suhelause 2
dealt with locomotives running tender
first, which was absolutely necessary on
some of' these agr-icultural railways, he
contented himself with adding these
words. The land alongside spur railways
for the first five miles was served by a
main line, and was in most cases im-
proved, but the surveyor put the spur
line through that land in such a manner
as in many instances to reduce its value
30 to 50 per cent. In the circumstances
the least the Commissioner of Railways
-Could do was to fence the line where the
land was improved. He had recently
seen~ nine valuable horses killed on a rail-
way line in the South-West.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment could not be accepted. It
would at once he admitting there was a
liability on the part oif the Commissioner
of Railways to fence railway lines. In
the Railways Act there wvas 'no liability
,on the part of the Commissioner to do so.

Hon. G. Randell: There was nothing
said about it in the Act.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
The horses Mr. Piesse spoke of were killed
on the main line.

Ron. J. 11'. Hackett : The clause was
too drastic as it stood.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No
more drastic than the presentL law.

Hon. J1. W7. Hackett : Yes, the differ-
ence betwecen positive and negative.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: In the rail-
-way Bills there was power to compulsorily
resume land. In several instances the
railways ran out through the holdings
of smiall selectors trying to make a living
on 50-acre and 100-acre allotments, but
they were to receive no compensation.
The Commissioner would cut throughi
their holdings, and they would get noa
compensation for the land taken, nor for
the severance, nor would the Commissioner
fenice the line. People close to a main
line would get no direct benefit from a
r-ailway built to serve settlers 30 miles
out. This would cause considerable hard-
-ship to the smaller landholders. The
higger landholders would not suffer so
much.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : To
--et over the dilficulty there -vas 110 objec-

tion to striking out Subelause 1, "*Thbe
Commissioner of Railways shall be under
no liability under any circumstances to
fence any district railway?

/Ion. J. W1. Hackett: That would leave
the law as at present.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;.
The CHAIRMLAN : The amendment

would need to be withdrawn.
Hon. C. A. P155518 asked leave to

withdraw the amendment.
lion. J. A. THOMSON opposed the

withdrawal of the amendinent.
The CHAIRMAN: Then it could not

he withdrawn.
Hon. J. A. THOMlSON could not

understand the g-reed of hion. members
representing country constituencies.

Hon. C. A. P118558: Was the lion.
member in order in saying L greed

The CHAIRMANK : The charge was
muade against a class, not against an indi-
vidual. The hion. member was in order.

Ron. 3 A. THOMSON:- One could not
understand the attitude of members re-
presenting country constituencies, who
continually advocated the construction
of spur railways in country districts, hut
when called upon to assist in any way to
make these lines payable took an attitude
of defiance, It was no use saying that
a railway constructed through any per-
son's laud would not benefit that land.
It would certainly enhance the value of
the land two-fold. Members knew that
not only was compensation given where
a railway passed through orchard hind,
or caused damage to a building, hut it
wvas also paid for township lands re-
sumed. It was wrong in justice to ask
that -the State should lbe put to the ex-
pense of erecting a fence where railways
were built for the benefit of people in a
particular district.

Hon. IV. MALEY: Insinuations had
been made as to the greed of countryv
members. He denied that he was actu-
ated by motives of greed in any action
he took in this House. Those urging that
the .advent of a railway was an unmixed
blessing and itnnediately advanced land
values showed great ignorance of the re-
sultant danger to growing crops through
hush fires created by sparks from en-
gines. But if it were a question of fene-
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ing or no fencing, as against a railway or
no railway, settlers would rather have
unfenced railways than none at all.

Hon. E. MeLARTY: Country members
were satisfied with the Mliaistet's offer.
What was wanted was either that the lines
be fenced or protection afforded to set-
tlers. Were Mr. Thomson a losr in
that way, he too would ask for compensa-
tion.

Hon. C. A. PlESSE: The Wagin-
Uubleynug extension was a ease in
point where owners had not been com-
pensated by the construction of a railway.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Hon. C. A. PIESSE moved an amend-

Inet-
That the eubelause be struck out.

Amendment passed.
Hon. 0. RANDELL: What was the

object of the second part of the clause?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In

a recent action it had been held to be 'evi-
dence of neglect that an engine was run
tender first. ,It was impossible to rn
any way but tender first on spur lines,
without going to considerable expense in
providing turntables at either end. This
clause would protect the Government.

Clause as amended put and passed.
Clauses 17 to end-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment; the

report adopted.

EXCESS BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assem-

bly, and read a first time.

Second Beading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.

J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This is the usual Excess
Bill, which should be brought down every
yea', though this is the first time such
a BiU] has been brought down for two
years in succession. As members know,
there is provided on the Estimates each
year a certain amount as Treasurer's Ad-
vance Account, to cover items of expen-
diture which cannot be foreseen in regard
to matters which may crop up and are not
provided for in the Estimates. Hence
the necessity for such general item on

the Estimates, in order that such expen-
diture may be met at once, and the ex-
penditure should come up to be passed
in the succeeding year in the Excess Bill,
Last year we passed an Excess Bill coy.
ering this class of expenditure for the
five years 1902-3-4-5-6; and the Trea-
surer then gave a promise that so long as
he remained in the position of Treasurei
an Excess Bill would be presented tc
Parliament each year. Of course it doei
not follow that the full amout of the
Treasurer's advance is expended in the
year, though it is a recurring item on the
Estimates. In some years it is exceeded
though last year there was a considerable
under-draft, I miov--

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Question passed.
Hill read a second time.

In Commiflee, etc.

Bill pa ssed through Committee withoni
debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL-MfOUNT MAGNET - BLACK
RANGE RAILWAY.

Second Beading.

Resumed from the previous day.
Hon. J. l. DREW (Central) : ThiE

railway has been promised by successive
Governments. It was partly the polic3
of the James Ministry, and was also 2
plank in the policy of the Daglish (3ov-
eminent. It has however remained Lot
the present Government to bring forward
a Bill authorising the construction of the
line, and they have done so, I thinlb
everyone must admit, after careful in-
vestigation and ample deliberation. Three
Ministers have visited the district and in-
spected the route-the Premier, the Min-
ister for Mines, and the Leader of this
House. As the result of that visit, they
satisfied themselves that this line is justi-
fied, and consequently have submitted this
Bill for the consideration of Parliament,
In addition. so that there may be no mis-
take, the State Mining Engineer was sent
to the district, and he reported more than
favourably in connection with the con-

[COUNCIL.] Black Range Railway.
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struction of the line. It is sometimes as-
serted that the line fromn Mt. Magnet to
Black Range will not traverse any good
auriferous country. If, however, mem-
bers will give the matter consideration
they will probably remember that there
is a mining township known as Paynes-
villa situate seine 40 miles from Mt. Mag-
net; and until the Black Range district
boomed, Paynesville was doing well in the
matter of gold production. Sixteen hun-
dred and seventy-nine tons of stone from
this locality yielded a return of 1,527
ounces, or nearly an ounce to the ton.
Paynesville is about midway' between
Magnet and Black Range. t[Xeiber: Is
it still producing gold!?] Yes; and there
are evidences of continued confidence in
its producing capabilities. I have here
returns furnished by the Mines Depart-
ment, showing that recently sixty acres of
land were taken uip there for prospect-
ing purposes; anid a copper show has
also been taken up, with every
prospect of future successful work-
ing, according to the published reports.
'Within 25 miles of Coorange, where the
You and Mle lease is worked, a lease
is showing extraordinary richness in the
quality of the ore. Somea of the ore
sent from this lease for treatment at the
Boogardie battery averaged as follows:-
Five tons yielded 4Poz. of gold; 11 tons
yielded 74oz. Odwts.; 5 tons yielded 26oz.
idwts., tailings l3dwts.; 6 tons yielded
4O9oz. Sdwts. l5grs., tailings 3oz. lldwts..;
10 tons yielded 2Soz. 2dwts. ilgs., tail-
ings lox. 3dwts. These were small parcels
sent for-ward] by the holders of the lease,
in order to discover what the stone
really contained. Since these crusbiugs
there has been farther prospecting, and
a week ago there were no less than 70
prospectors on this field. Toohey and
party have had crushings of three ounces
to the ton; aiid it must be remembered
that I have not yet conic to the Black
Range district proper. So convinced is
the Minister for Mines that the district
of Black Range has good future prospects
that he has promised it a battery. Mr.
*Clyde Allan, wvho, I am informed, is a
recognised mining authoriy, says in an
interview with the Mount Magnet Miner
that the prospects of some of the leases

,range from five pcnuyweights to 20 or
30 ounces to the ton. Then there is
Warracoorarra, 48 miles fromi Mount
Magnet. Here, besides prospecting for
gold, 48 acres have been taken tip with
the object of developing a copper show.
At Bellchambers, in the Range View
district, 20 miles south-west of Sandstone,
several hundred tons of stone have been
crushed, yielding over wo ounces to the
ton. This, I may add, was picked stone.
The State ining Engineer has also
advised the Government to erect a battery
in this locality, and the Government have
pr-omised to do so-a strong evidence that
they have confidence in the future of the
place. As regards Black Range itself, I
have here an extract from a telegram sent
to the -Minister for Mines on the occasion
of the recent visit of the State Mining
Engineer, Mr. Montgomery, within the
last two months, he having been sent theme
to discover whether the place showed any
symptoms of going back; and this is his
opinion in a nutshell:

"The present impression confirms
report of last year re the Magnet-Black
Range Railway. Good progress made;,
field considerably extended; develop-
ment at deep levels Sandstone minies
generally satisfactory; Hancock's dis-
trict much improved; several recent
new finds Maninga Marley district;
railway terminus best near Sandstone,
but would advocate line from east
Mount Magnet approaching Bell-
chambers and Nuangarra, unless engi-
neers report very unfavourably.
Passed 40 teams on road between
Maninga Marley and Magnet; over 50
in trade. Recommend 5-head buttery
Belleham hers district. Cost of carriage
Magnet to Sandstone £0 per ton; aver-
age cost of firewood, l8s. per cord."

With regard to the district generall1y,
facts and figures prove that there is
great mining activity in and around
Black Range. The number and ai~ea of
leases and applications in force on the
15th July, 1007, is as follows:-At Sand-
stone, 69 leases, a-rea 964 acres;, Han-
cock's, 57 leases, 724 acres;, Birrigrin, 31
leases, 422 acres; Montagu, 31 leases,
447 acres;, Maninga Marley, 26 leases,
414 acres; Nunngarra, 21 leases, 268
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acres; Bellehainbers, 13 leaes, 208 acres.
Grand total, 248 leases and applications;
-area. 3,447 acres. This return is signed
by 3Mr. S. Roberts, Registrar of the
Mines Department. I hare also a return
showing the gold production from the
Black Range district till the 30th Septem-
her, 1907, as follows:-alluvial gold,
1,048.07 onces; dollied, 1,729.37 ounces.
Ore treated, 72,2# toils: gold therefrom,
97,674 ounces; or a total gold production
during three years, fromn 1904 to 1907,
of 100,451 fine ounces, an average yield
of one ounce 7d'wts. per tonl for all the
ore crushed during that period. To prove
-withiout doubt the progress of the district,
I shall read a comparison made by the
M1ines Departmnent between that centre
and Lawlers. At Lawlers the gold-pro-
ducing mines are 37, at Black Range 42;
at tawlers there are 200 head of stanmps,
at Black Range only 68; of other mills
there are at Lawl~ers two, at Black Range
one; at Lawlers 822 men are employed,
at Black Range 972. There is splendid
pastoral country between Mount Magnet
and Black Range, and I have here a list
of the pastoral lessees, 18 in all, whose
leases aggregate 1,245,920 acres, and these
lessees will he served by the railway. At
Black Range itself the plant erected is
valued at £25,000; at Black Range Koh-i-
noor, £3,000; Havilah, £E8,000; Oroya
Black Range, £C36,409; Sandstone, £C4,216.
Evidently thle people who erected this
plant at a total cost of £76,625 must hare
had some confidence iii the future of the
field. At Black Range the gold won
during the past four years represents
£L208,000, wages paid £50,000; Black
Ranige Koh-i-noor: gold wvon, £,5,530,
wages paid, £2,00.0 ; Havilah :gold won,
£8,000, wages paid £1,300; Sandstone:
£7,460 paid in wages; Oroya Black Range,
£16,022 paid in wages. There are 972
men employed on the field, besides large
bodies of prospectors scattered through-
out thle country; and we may anticipate
in fle near future, seeing that the fields
are only three years old, that with rail-
wa-ycommnunication the production of gold
will largely inci-ease. The s9tamips erected
during the last 12 inontlis are: 40-head
.at Sandstone, 10-h-A -it Ifaninga Harley,
-ind 10-head are niow being- erected at

Birrigiin. a total of 60 head of stamnp
and] the stamips now falling onl stone a:
50 head at Sandstone, 11 at thle (l1overi
ment batten', 10 at Birrigrin, and 20
Maninga Mlarley-altogether 91 headt
stamnps falling onl stone in the Biau
Range district; and besides,, new stalill
to die extent of 20 head, to he ecertE
without undue delay, have been 1)rIonis(
by the Minister for Mines. The Bla(
Range Gold Mtining Company has pa:
£50,000 in dividends; the Orova lila{
Range shows a profit every month, anr
has three years' payable stone ini sght.
I amil informed onl the best authority.
has expended onl machinery and develol
nient work-'this is probaly the reasa
why large dividends have not been paid-
£100,000; but it is now showing a prot
of £3,000 per month. The Haviiah Pi
cently declared a dividend of .9d. p(
share. With regard to the general pr
spects of the district, the population
steadily increasing. It is now nearl
3.000 persons, men, women, anid ehildrei
Some time ago, as the Colonial Secretat
pointed out. there was a- sale of tow,
blocks in that locality; and in one dii
the total amount agreed to he paid fc
these Glocks was £1l5,882 ; and( a retur
fromn the Lands Department shows, tilt
till the 30th June last £8,889 of this si
had been paid-another stronlg evident
that the people onl the spot believe i tli
value and the future of the field. A
Nunogarra the aniount realised up to dot
onl lots sold is £2,656. The total reveon
derived by the Government during ti
three years is £25,029 17s. 9d.; and aIS a
evidence that there is no pcssiznisni in th
hearts of thle people on the spot, I mla
point out that during the past 12 month
buildings have heen erected to the vain
of £60,000, and one hotel now erected a
Sandstone cost a little over £5,000. A
the reports show that the district is rapi9
hy expanding, and nothing is so nece5
sary, to give it a strong fillip as railwa
conmmunication. It has been pointed on
that there are between 45 and 50 teami
constantly on the road, an indicatioi
that there niust he a fair volume of truf
Thie cost of cartage from Magnkt
Sandstone is a severe handicap to thos
whoi have embarked inii ining. Fror
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Magnet to Mlaniuga Marley it is £7 a
ton, from Magnet to Sandstone, £6 10s.,
and] from Magnet to Birrigrin, £9. To
show how severe isL the handicap I may
point out that while mining timober at
Magn, et costs only 6d. per foot, at Sand-
stone it costs 2s. 6d., a difference due en-
tirely to the absence of cheap means of
transit Which a railway will provide. If
the railway were constructed, back load-
ing could be provided for the trains.
Firewood is badly needed in and around
Mount Magnet. The supplies are giving
out, and there is or will be shortly a total
of 50 head of stamps working at Mag-
net itself, where we have the St. George,
putting up 20 head1 the Morning Star. 10
head, the. Boogardie, 10 head, and the
tenuouville, 10 head; a total of 50 head.
These batteries require firewood, which
will provide back loading for the railway,
and cheap firewood will mneani much to
the progress of Mount Magnet. I have
numerous other figures: here, but do niot
puirpose to read themn. I will, however.
point ouit that the total gold production
otf the Black Range district for the three
months ending 30th September last wvas
153,460 Ounces, while for the nine months
ending 30th September last the total gold
production of Dundas was 16,552 ounces.
The production of the Black Range field
for three months was almost equal to the
production of Dundas for nine mtonths.
If the Dundas district were entitled to a
railway, thle proposal of the Government
should be a foregone conclusion. I need
hardly point out the wisdom of fostering
the mining industry iii every possible way.
Our district has niot for many years re-
ceived the benefit of any railway com-
munication. I am sure this line will
prove a very pa-yable proposition. See-
ing that the Government haye done all
they possibly could to assist and encour-
age laud settlement in our distict by
throwing open areas and placing people
on the land, it is the duty of Parliament
to provide a market for those who have
now become producers. This line will
supply an abundant market. There has
been some opposition to this line, and it
has, strange to say, come from the dis-
trict intended to be served. It is not
often one hears of a district offered a

railway refusing that service; but a re-
qisition has been sent, I hplieve, to the
Government from this locality. Certain
people in Mt. Magnet and Black Range
state that this line is niot required. Cer-
tainly it is not required by the class of
p~eople who signed the requisition, for
they consist almost entirely, from what
I learn, of carriers who are making a
good thing from carrying over the road,
and hotel-keepers who make more money
flow than'thcy will when the line is built.
That Ls the sole opposition in the dis-
trict, and it is not worth the slightest con-
sideration. .1 will ask members to con-
Sider this proposal in a fair spirit.

lion. G. RandeUl Is it as good a pro-
position as the Denmark railway 9.

Hon. J. M,. DREW :There is no
comparison between the two. I hope
members will give the matter fair coin-
sideration and vote a.s their judgment
dictates.

Hon. W. MALEY (Souith-East) :Tire
House is indebted to the member for- his
elaborate statement. Judging from. the
pricesz of land realised at the sale of
town lots, it must be a very progressive
community, and surely they should be
well satisfied with what they have with-
out a railway. To pay so large- a sum of
money for land the people there, as well
as the carriers to whom the hon. member
referred, must be doing very well. It
would certainly be a pity to constnict a
railway to a place where it is not re-
quired by the local residents. It is unique
for an bon. member who puts up so good
a fight as Mr. Drew has, to confess in
conclusion that a section of the local
residents do not desire the line. We
know that mining camps have their good
days and their evil days, and there is
never any certainty as to how long they
are going to last. It is in this regard
very unlike the other industry which
is interested in the construction of the
railways which have been before this
Chamber during the last few days. The
lhon. member referred to the fact that 60t
acres of mineral lease have been takenr
up). That is riot a very large quantity.
The railway will cost a great deal of
morl1ey. anything fromn £70,000 to
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£100,000, and the project should receive
die very careful consideration of the
House. The Government are no doubt
compelled by the high prices which they
received for a few town tots, to bring
this Bill before Parliament. They have
stated their ease, and have been very ably
supported by the astute member, Mr.
Drew, who has missed no particular or
point in favour of the line. The major-
ity of members are quite unacquainted
with the character of the country to be
traversed. in the present instance we
are building, not an agricultural railway,
but a speculative one. There are pas-
toral leases of some considerable area
taken uip in that district ; but the hon.
mnenjbcr did not tell us whether the areas
are largely or even properly stocked.
When there is a scheme for building a
railway into an unknown country, it can
hardly be expected that members like
myself, who have no personal knowledge
of the locality, would vote for the Bill
without raising sonic protest or at least
without putting their aspect of the case
before the Chamber. I desire to put my
ease forward now. The information
on the question is so meagre that I must
be guided entirely by what I hear in this
House, and what I read in the Press.
I do not want to disparage this railway,
but I feel that the Government and the
members for the province have great re-
sponsihility in putting their ease foward,
and I hope that whatever the result is,
it will be for the benefit of the State.
So great is this State that it is impossible
for members to acquaint themselves per-
sonally with the 'whole of it. Develop-
mnents have been so rapid that it has taken
us all our tinie to keep pace with the
engineering of projects in our own pro-
vinces. I hope that in the future mem-
bers will be better informed as to the
various parts of the country. The Gov-
ernment are taking great responsibility
on themselves, and members who support
them are courageous. I hope that cour-
age will be rewarded, and that no re-
flection will be cast on our action in a
matter of this kind.

Hort. WV. PATRICK (Central) : I
strongly support the construction of this

line, notwithstanding the remarks is
by the last speaker, who says that o
information on the question is meagi
There are no engineering difficulties,t]
country is almost a dead level, and -
ordinary team can cart a ton per he:
for 100 miles along that road. The 1st
consists of splendid pastoral countr
and although the district has produc
such a vast amount of gold, the count:
is to all intents and purposes unpr-c
peeted. There is a vast area of suni
erous country which is untouched, b
it will be opened up by this line.
there ever was a line this House w
justified in constructing it is this onE
because there is practically traffic air1eaf
almost sufficient to make the line pa
There are now some 60 to 70 teanms
the road, and if the charges for caftl
were anything like ordinary there won
be hundreds of teams. Although tI
field has been opened up for a sho
time only, there are thousands of in
there niow, inachinery is being erecte
a high price-is being received for tI
land and for the first six months of th
year the field produced 20,000 ounces
gold. The way it is progiresing
showni by the fact that for the the,
months from July to October, 22,0(
ounces of gold were produced. Thus ti
output is increasing day by day, uoatwitl
standing the enormous difficulties th;
people have to put up with at presen

Hon. T. F. 0. BR IMAGE (Norr6
East) :I think we have a perfect rig]
to complain again of another railwa
comning before the Chamber at this Iai
hour of the session. Sufficient inform,
tion is not before us to warrant
large an expenditure. Mr. Drew whe
spea king just now gave some popi
lation stafistics. I would point out ti
Lawlers is less than 100 miles away froi
the head of the line on the other rout
and it is questionable whether the cot
struetion of the Black Range Railwa
from Mt. Magnet is the right route fc
the line to take. We have a first-clal
railway between Perth and Kalgoorli,
and then it goes on to Leonort. Most c
the residents of the Lawlers dis;trh(
now prefer communication with ti
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Eastern Railway to that with the Cue
line. There is no doubt to my mind that
a railway from Leonora towards Black
Range would he a better concern than
the one under review, for we would be
going through old established centres like
Lawlers, Doyle's Well, and other places
too numerous to mention, all of which
have been prospected for years and are
producing gold at the present time. The
measure has not received proper con-
sideration at the hands of the authorities,
and it is too serious a matter to ask us
to pass so man 'y important Bills at the
close of the session without being given
an opportunity to give thema propel con-
sideration. I shall support Mr. Maley in
opposing this measure.

Hon. J. A. THO3MSON (Central) :
rise to support the second reading of this,
to my way' of thinking, very necessary
railway extension, and I appeal to men,-
beis who may know the particular district
the railwayv is intended to serve to vote
for it. No doubt members know the
Murchison district is one of the oldest
goldfields in the State. Gold was dis-
covered perhaps in two other portions of
the State before it was discovered on the
Murehison h ut I haye been 15 years in
Western Australia. and the Murchison
goldfield was known in the Eastern States
before I came to Western Australia.
What I would also like to impress on
mfemblers is that the Murchison goldfield
has not been what I call a fluctuating
field ;the hist(Vy of the Murebison gold-
field has been one of continuail progress.
The great majority of the claims on the
Murcbison are held by small holders;
perhaps with one or two exceptions all
the claims are held by small people ; and
as Mr. Patrick has said, it was welt
known to mnenmbers in the House who have
been long enough in the State that the
Murchison is not only a mining district,
but it is also a large pastoral district, in
fact, every portion is fit for carrying
;tock. I have travelled throughout the
length and breadth of this district, even
o Peak Hill, and I have seen better con-

litioned stock in that part of the State
-ban I have seen in the more favoured
portions of the South and South-Western

districts. I think I reminded members
that I hav-e been long enough in Western
Australia to form an opinion, and I hope
I shalt always be able to express what I
feel. I have invested all I have in this
State. -My time expires very soon for
the Eastern Province, and I have no in-
tention of again offering myself for
that particular portion of the State;
therefore the words that may fall from
mes may be considered to have more mean-
ing, and to be spoken with more relia-
bility than if I were making an election-
eering speech. I have not a penny of
interest in that particular district, nor in
that Province, but I have a particular
faith in that part of the State. I recog-
nise that not only the Murchison goldfield
but the Chapman Bay district has been
much neglected. Thle great majority of
the shows I speak of do not belong to
people from the other side, although I
hold as much respect and regard for those
who come from the other side as I do
for West Australians. But let me tell
those who are native born, or who have
been long enough in Western Australia
to constitutue themselves native born,
that a great majority of the show holders
on the Murchison are West Australians,
most of them fromn the Geralaton dis-
trict ;certainly the majority I have come
across were West Australians, and
they had great faith in that district.
It is not only a cattle-raising district, but
it is a gold-maining district. The disa-
bilities that particular portion of the
State have been labouring under for some
time cannot be understood by anyone
who has not gone through the district to
find out for himself. The people have
gone through difficulties and privations
to do good for themselves, and at the same
time to do well for the State. I am
not going to make a long speech for I
cannot speak from prepared notes, I
speak as the spirit moves ale. This rail-
way will not only be of benefit to the
district which it is intended to serve but
a lasting benefit to the State at large,
and when our financial position is as it is
at present, it is a consideration to me of
first importance. As a business man
I have no hesitation in saying that the
railway as soon as it is opened up for
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traffic will be a paying concern. I am
surprised that the meniber who spoke be-
fore tile deprecated the construction of
the line and simply advocated a farther
extension in his own particular district.
I do not like to bear that; let us try to
think what is best in thle interests of the
State at large. If mnembers wvill dis-
abuse their minds of what has been said
in opposition to the line they will agree
-with me that this is one of the most
necessary extensions that has come before
the Hou se, and( it wvill be a payable pro-
position from the jump.

Hot,. w. T. I.ToN (East) : If a rail-
way line is warranted to this particuilar
locality, and I suppose the Government
have satisfied themselves of the necessityv
aind the dlesirabil ity 'if constructing it,
the course indicated for the railwayv to
take is the proper course. Mr. Mintage
seems to advocate the construction of a
line to Black Range front Leonora. If
we are to assist the iminig industry wre
have not only' to consider the people who
liv'e on the mines, but there is the material
required for continuall use, and the niachi-
nary, and all the products that are wanted
that must be considered. Let us consider
for a moment the position the people of
Black Range will be placed in if the rail-
way is taken from Leonora. The railway,
at present front (jera Idro to Mlount
Magnet is 200 miles%, and front there to
Black Range it is another 90 or 100 miles ,making in round figures about :300 miles,
from the poit of Geraldton, where all
the nmachinervy a ad provisions and everv-
thing required must be taken. The raI-
wvay wvill thus go giver a railage of 300
ladles. But if we construct a railway
from Leonora it will not benefit Black
Range at all. if we construct l00 miles
from Leonora, the line will still be 1.00
iiles from Black Range, and there will
be 700 miles of railway to travel from
Frenmantle to Black Range, and what is
there between Leonora arid Lawlers in
the way of mines I

Hon. T'. F. 0. Brirnoge: Three or four
good settlements.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: How far along?
liopp. T. F. 0. Brimoge : Twenty miles

to the first station.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: And the next 7
Hon. 1'. F. 0. Britnage :About fifty

miles.
l. W. T. LOTON : We shall be

saving the people of Black Range in the
way of transit a distance of 400 miles.
The suggestion to carry the line from
L~eonora to Black Range is evidently that
of one who has not given much conisideral-
tion to the question. It is argued that i
t his line is constructed it wvill feed the
21 id hand H nilw'ay. No doubt a ertain
number (if passengers and a certain
amount of traffic when it gets to Gerald-
ton will hav'e to go oiver the M1idland
Railway, but we cannot avoid that, and
are we to penalise the people of Black
Range and the people of Geraldton in
order to go arouind another 200 miles 9
The idea is absurd onl the face of it. If
the line is worthy of support at all, the
munte that is laid down in the Bill is the
proper route, from Magnet to Black
Range. We have built a line from West
to East, to Kalgoorlie. and the member
would say that we should go from East
to West again. I dto not want to detain
the House, therefore I hope the few
wvords I have said will convince nmenbers
that if the line is to be constructed at all,
the route mentioned is the proper oine.

Honl. C. A. PIESSE (South-East)
Only a few words. I intend to support
the railway, but at the same time I want
to congratulate Mr. Drew onl the excellent
figuries and tile statement which he made
onl this matter. The figures also ])it for.
ward and thie statement made li 'v thle
Colonial Secreta i-v remnded one vel 'v
ninch of the time when Sir- John Fi rrest
broughit forwvard his statement in reward
to the railway to thle Eastern Goidlelds.
The statement made b ' the Colonial Secre-
tary is equally as good as any statement
made in the early days, arid the figurevs
brought forward by Mr.%% Drewv are qluite
as encouaragiarg as aiiv fl-ures given .ti the
occasion 1 have referred to. I have no
hesitation iii supporting the railway' , and
I hope it will be carried unanim m~y.

Hon. S. J. HAYNES (Southl-East)
I simoply rise to protest against the ea rrv-
in.- out of a work of this magnitude. and
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the expenditure that will naturally follow
if the Bill is passed. I have listened at-
tentively- to what the Colonial Secretary
has said in introducing the Bill, and I
canl oniv say I ami sure he gave us as
ranch detail as lie could possibly do ;but
I do not think the details were sufficient
to wvarrant the expenditure for carrying
a railway 06 miles to assist mining places.
I am shocked, when I find, at the end of
thie session, wvhat the House is prepared
to swallow. I amn impressed with the
necessity that there should be an inde-
lpendent Public Works Comnmittee to re-
1)ll t 01(] get informnation to submit to
members for their cnsideration. I have
listened to what the Colonial Secretary
has said, and I wvas not altogether im-
pressed with shine of his remarks ;I do
not think lie introduced the Bill with the
greatest confidence. It was a particularly
guarded speech and no doubt the Govern-
inent will, if the Bill is passed, before
the ,' start the work, fortify the position
taken up in introducing a measure like
this. I have also listened to the speech
of Mr. Drewv, to the remarks made
by Mi'. Patrick, and the interesting figures
w ere Orven by Mr. Drew. At the same
time, there is no reasonable opportunity
at this stage of the session to check them.
[lion. WV. Patrick: The figures are offici-
ally' from the departmental records.] I
have come across official figures that have
not been too accurate. However I am not
going to take the responsibility of oppos-

ing this measure. I throw the responsi-
bility onl the Government and on the
members who have spoken in support of
it. It is a great responsibility if works
of this magnitude are passed and turn out
disastrous to the State. Here we have
.just gene through a trying session, where
al ±rmued deal hits been said with respect to
oul. finainces. undt a Land and Income Tax
Bill has been, pressed through ;but we
are 1)ressitig on with railways and with
either works, on insufficient evidence to
my wind, and undoubtedly onl insufficient
consideration. I canl only trust that if
this Bill is passed the railway will meet
with the most sanguine expectations of
lion. members who have spoken, but I
throw the responsibility on their shoulders
and on the Governmnent. The Government

are responsible, though to a large extent
we are here to check them and do our
best in the way of criticismn. However,
at the tag end of a session it is absolutely
impossible to check even the meagre de-
tails that are given to the House and
swallowved so rapidly, more rapidly I
think than on any occasion since I have
had the hoinour of being connected with
the House. I join with Mr. Sholl in pro-
testing at Bills being thrust upon us at
the end of the session. Even iii former
days, when railways ivere put for-
ward, the meagre details submitted were
more than we get at the present time, and]
the Bills were given niore consideration
than is given now. But I trust that if
this work is gone onl with it will add to
the prosperity of the State, and that it
will not be disastrous.

Hon. C. SOMINMERS (Metropolitan):-
I also rise to protest against bringing
down important measures like this in the
trying dlays at the end of a session. We
have not had details before us, and I
think this is a measure that should at
any rate stand 'over until next session.
We are a handful of people taking onl
ourselves responsibilities that may become
disasters. Last night we passed a pro-
posal to establish a dock without having
expert informnation as; to the site itself.
We are, now attempting to pass a great
work, likely to cost, I suppose, £150,000
before it is completed. I will go farther
than Mr. Haynes, I will vote against
the measure. I do, not know sufficient
to say whether the railway is really
needed, but the practice of bringing downi
such important measures in the last days
of the session is one that needs to be
lpit down.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL (North) :I do not
intend to say much with reference to this
because, after the exhibition last night,

Idid not intend to take much part in
the debates. It is no use protesting year
after rear about Railway' Bills being
brought dlown. Nothing practicable
seems, to be done, that is to reject Bills
one after another that come downi at the
tail end of the session. I presume the
Government are satisfied iii reference to
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this proposal. I presume they are satis-
fied that the field 'nay be permanent. I
do not think they often give serious con-
sideration to that aspect of the question,
or to what the work is going to cost the
country; but 1 daresay in build ing this
line the question of route can be settled
by building it on the shortest route. My
belief is that there are too many railways
being built; too many political jumble
sales going on1. All these are thrown
down to be scrambled for. It is a case
of " You scratch myv back and I'll scratch
yours." It umahkes one absolutely dis-
gusted -with politics. [Hon. T'. F. 0.
Brirnage: Hear, Hear]1 I should like to
throw all these Bills out one after another
whvlet they arc brought down at the tail
end of the session. I have not taken any
part in the debates to-day because I was
absolutely disgusted with the exhibition
yesterday.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) : While
agreeing with the opinions expressed by
some gentlemen who have spoken on this
question, that it is not quite fair to this
House that these Bills hould be rushed
through at the last moment, still 1 think
the Government are to be commended oh
bringing this Bill .forward. To a large
extent the sucess of our State, only
for the timne being of course, is dependent
on the development of our mineral re-
sources. We know from the repoits
placed before us from our responsible
officers that this district the railway is
going to benefit is one of the places to
which we can look for help towards the
success of the Stale; that success it ver-y
much needs at present. There is no
question at all that if we cannot develop
more mining districts than we have at
present-and I am giving Kalgoorlie and
Coolgardie kn-the success of the country
will not be as great as it should be, in
fact it will be retarded. I believe this
district. is one of the best places
where we can experiment in connection
with development. If we do not make
a success of some of our mining districts
-next session I shall have pleasure in
putting before the House other places
which I think will he as good as this-
if we cannot make sure we will have min-

ing development in this cotuitry, our pro-
gress is going- to be slow, too slow for
our requirements. I hope that none of
the gentlemen wvho have spoken in con-
nection with this Bill will vote against it.
They are quite right in entering their
protest against these measures being
brought down too late ; they should have
been brought in timne to give us mnore olp-
portunity of discussing the merits of the
propositions put before us ; but it is an
established fact that the Black Range dis-
trict is going to be equal if not better
than the Golden Mile. It is certainly a
much more extensive mining district
there is more area.

Hon. J. TV. Hackett :There are more
Cl miles"l if they are not " golden."

Hon. F. CONWNOR : IThere are cer-
tainly greater prospects for mining. We
have hundreds of miles of country which
can be prospected, that is being prospec-
ted, and wvhich to the present has showu
results sufficient to justify this railway.

Question put, and declared carried or
the voices.

lion. T. F. 0. Brinage : The N'eE
have it-divide.

The President -. There is only onE

lion. T. F. 0. Brimage : Another hion.
member said " No."1

The President : Will lion. member.
who called " No" ris 9

Hon. T'. F. 0. Brintage rose.
The President : I confirmn my de-

cision the Ayes have it.
Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, Cec
Bill passed through Committee withoul

debate, reported without amendment, th(
report adopted.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-fEDLANDS PARK TRAM-
WAYS.

Second Beading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon

J. D. Connolly) in moving the weont
reading said: This is the usual Bill in
troduced for the purpose of confinjnini

1954 Black Range Railway.
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a Provisional Order granted for the con-
struction of a tramway through the Subi-
aco Municipality anid the Claremont roads
-district, from the ternninus of the present
Perth tramway in Rokeby Road to a
point neat' Crawley onl the Swan River,
through anr estate belonging to Colonel
Bruce, known as Nedlands Park. Most
members, I have no doubt, know the
locality well. The route of the tr-amway
is along Thomas Street, crossing the Perth
Fremantle Road and thence to the Swan
River near Crawley. The promoter has
.entered into an agreement with the Perth
Electric Tratinvays Coy., the Claremont
Roads Board, and the Subiaeo M'uni-
cipal Council to construct a tramway be-
tween the points mentioned. This agree-
ment is attached to the papers, and is
open for inspeetion by members. It is
of the usual character, and provides cer-
tain conditions appearing in the Pro-
visional Order. The Suhiaco Municipal-
ity and the Claremont Roads Board are
to receive 3 per cent. of the gross takings
in lieu of levying municipal and road
board rates, in the same muanner as wvas
adopted in the ease of the installation of
-the Perth tramways. This condition
-comes into operation four years from the
-date A agreement ; the 3 per cent. being
divided proportionately between the Subi-
aco Council and the Claremont Roads
Hoard, the former taking three-fifths and
the latter two-fifths. The promoter far-
ther agrees to erect within three years a
Jetty and baths at a spot on the Swan
riyer marked onl the plan now on the
table; and the Subiaco Council is to have
the right to purchase these baths within
three years from their erection; or if the
right of purchase be not exercised, the
baths ame to be surrendered to the council
at the end of five years, together with cer-
tain land on the foreshore. It is farther
provided in the agreement that special
rates shall be fixed for using the baths
and also for children travelling over the
tramway to the baths. [Member: Has
a poll of the ratepayers of Subiaco been
taken on the proposition?) I am not
certain as to that; but the scheme has the
consent of the ratepayers' representatives,
the Subiaco Council. A provision in the
.agreement empowers the Sabiaco Council

to purchase the trainvay, the price to be
fixed by arbitration. If the promoter
abandons the working of the tramway
within three years, the whole of the tram-
way plant-poles, rails, overhead gear,
etcetera-shall become the property of
the local authorities concerned. That is
a special condition not included in many
Provisional Orders. In other concessions
of this character the promoters may cease
the running of trains over any lines; but
in this instance a special condition is made
that if the service be abandoned, the pro-
moter shall forfeit the line and all over-
head gear, excluding of course the rolling-
stock. In other agreements, while the
local authority may take over an aban-
doned service and realise upon the plant,
they are hound to hand( back to the pro-
inoter any balance remaining after de-
ducting the costs. Inl this case the line
and plant are absolutely forfeited. The
promoter may' a~t the wvill of the local
authorities concened be permitted to
supply electric light and power to eon-
suiners along the route of the tramway.
The land at present is wholly undeveloped
and the cost will fall entirely onl the pro-
mnoter. To my mind it is a big under-
taking. It will entail considerable ex-
penditure to Jay down this tramway and
open up those lands, and personally I
think we should welcome a venture of
this kind wherein the promoter takes the
entire risk of laying down the tramway
and opening up land so giving access to
the river, and( undertaking to build baths
and a jetty-all tinder conditions most
favourable to the local authorities. All
the usual conditions are included which
appear in other agr~eemnents for the lay-
ing down of tramways. Certain amend-
ments to the Bill made in another place
i'ay appear objectionable to members
here; and I intend to move in Committee
to strike out Subclause (d.) of Clause 2,
so inserted. As I have said, this is merely
the usual Bill to validate a Provisional
Order pranted for the construction of a
tramway. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. G. THROSSELL (East): I de-
sire to say that whatever opinions I may
bold as to the good which the construc-
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tion of this tramway muay do the local
authorities concerned. I can take no part
in the passing of the Bill, being person-
ally anid pecuniarily interested in the
locality to be served. I desire mierely to
inform. the House of the meason for* liy
now withdrawing from the Chanter.

[He left the Chamber.]

Hon. W. KINOSMILL (Metropolitau-
Suburban) : I rise with pleasure to sup-
port the Bill, and I. welcome it the niore
readily since I ant one of those unfortu-
nate miembers who represent constitudn-
cies in which it is not proposed that large
aniounts of public money shall he sp~ent.
It is pleasing to find in the circumstances
that if the Government are not ready to
spend money in the particular district,
ther are private individuals prepared to
do so; and for that reason I have great
pleasure in supporting the second read-
ing. Certain amendments mnade to the
Bill in atiother place mueet with my in-
tense disapproval; and when in Commit-
tee I trust Suibelause (d.) will he struck
outt or at least amended so as to place
the responsibility for its insertion onl the
proper shoulders. The subelause provides
that members of the Parliament of West-
ern Australia shall be entitled to travel
free onl this tramiway. I take strong ex-
ception to the words "every miember of the
Parliament (if Western Australia," and
it' the clause be not struck out, it should
'It least be altered to read "every member
of the Legislative Assemubly." I cannot
understand the reason for the insertion
IIf suchi a provision by the Legislative As-
semhbly. With the exception of this and
one or two other amendments made in
another place, which to a great extent
vitiate the Bill, I weleonic the proposi-
tioni and have pleasure iii suipporting the
second reading.
. Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan)
When I read Subclause (d.), my first
thouight was; that it (lid not go far enough,
that in or-der to mnake it complete I should
propose that the privilege he extended to
thme blood relations of members of Parlia-
ment to the third amid fourth generation.
It is a mlost extraordinary provision, and
lio Convey my sense of the udesirableness
of a provision of this nature in an Act of

Parliament, I shall sup port MUr. Kings-
mill in securing its rejection.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) : With re-
gard to Subelause (d.), I wilt say only
that it should not find a place in anl un-
dertaking of this character, where private
money is proiposed to be utilised. So
strongly did I feel on the quest ion of
free passes that in 1003-4, when Parlia-
nient authiorised the construction of tramn-
ways in Fremuantle, T had inserted a
clause prohibiting the issue of more than
teal free passes per year, and not even
onie unless special reasons were inserted
in the minute-book justifying its issue.
I am pleased thant to-day, after the trami-
wvaNs have been running three years, not
at solitary.% free pass has been issued. The
memtbers of the tramways board pay an
annuital sum11 for travelling onl the trains.
If that be the case in a municipal under-
taking, what right has Parliament, in giv-
ing the necessary, legislative authority for-
the construoction of trainways in which
private moneys are involved, to make it
a condition that free passes shall be is-
stied to miembe rs of Parliament? I think
it is a disgraceful proposition.

Question put nd passed ; Bill pead a
second tinie.

In Committee, etc.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-nterpretation
Hon. CG. RANDELL: Wh'"y was the

running of special cars restricted to the.
hours between 11 pin, and 6 an. q

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: To
perniti the municipality, if desired, to use-
thie tramwayL,1 in coninection with sanitary
ser'vices.

Subelause (d.)
The COLONIAL SECRETARY

mnoved AnL amiendient-

hat Subelause (d.) be struck out.

Amendment put anid passed,. the clause-
as amended agreed to.

Claus-es 3 to 6-agreed to.
Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported wit), amuenidments ; the

report adopted.
Bill read a third timie and passed.

[COUNCIL.] Tranucaye Bill.

a
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BILL--FREMANTLE DOCK.
Z# Committee.

Clauses 1 to end-agreed to.
Scheduale-Site:
Hon. J. W, HACKETT: An amend-

imnt was necessary to give a wider choice
to the Government and Parliament should
it be subsequently decided to select a site
different from that now proposed. He
looked forward eagerly to the construction
of a dlock, without which the harbour
would be incomplete. A (lock Xxas nleededl
to serve the shipping n that great ex-
panse of Indian Ocean to the West not

Australia. But ninny members, ann]
many more people outside, considered that
farther informiation was, needed before
fixing the site, and that expert opinion
should be obtained both on the counner-
-ial aspect of the site and onl its suitabil-
ity for defence purposes. The amend-
ment would leave the description of the
dock intact, but would strike out of the
second paragraph the words providing
for the Rous Head site, thus making' the
paragraph read : "The dock shall be
-situated within the harbour of Fre-
mantle." He moved an amendmuent-

That the words "on the north side ad-
jacent to Rous Head" be struck air?.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAQE: The amend-
inent was too vague ; it should be more
definite. The report of an expert engin-
*oer was necessary. This afternoon he had
been accused of indulging in personal-
ities. He had no intention of being per-
sonal, and regretted as deeply as anyone
the occurrence in question. Mr. Moss had
read from letters as to the duck site, with-
out mentioning the writer's name. The
-doek should be up the river. Captain
Laurie mentioned docks adjacent to the
sea, in ports like Colombo, Dover, and
Gibraltar, which were visited by numer-
ous; warships. Let uts obtain the report
of an expert, and let the matter come up
again next session. He would move anl
amendment to that effect.

The CHAIRIMAN: The bon. member
conid not move unless the present amend-
mnent were withdrawn.

Han. J. W. Hackett would temporarily
-withdraw his amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: Were the Commit-
tee agreeable that the amendment should
be withdrawn I

Several Members: No.
The CHAIRMAN : The amendment

could not he withdrawn.
Hon. R. LAURIE : It was the inten-

tion of Dr. Hackett, after the words had
heen struck out from the schedule, to
obtain a promise from the Minister that
an expert opinion would be procured ini
regard to the site. Last night by a ma-
jority of one the House passed the second
reading of the Bill, hut now the question
x;'as brought tip as to whether additional
evidence s.hould not be obtained as to the
best site for a dock. Probably the fact
that a meinher in another 1)1ace errdea-
routed to get the site left out of the Bill
had something to do with the effort now
being made in a similar direction. -Many
menrhers voted for the second reading'
but would like to have beard more outside
opinion as to the site than the one given.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : If the Corm-
muittec had decided to strike out the words
from the schedule, hie haed intended to ask
the Colonial Secretary for anl urdfAtak-
irig, which he Lunderstood that gentleman
was perfectly willing to give, that expert
advice wouldi be obtained, so that the work
mnigh t he placed onl SS fir-m a founidation
as possihle. He would ask the Colonial
Secretary, that, before active operations
wvere begunl on the dock, a first-class ex-
pert opinion should he obtained as to the
position of the dock, its mode of eonstrue-
tion and its size. The Bill had been av-
cepted hy both Houses, but it was of the
utmnost importance that no blunder should
be made. If there were the least error in
the site for the dock, it would be a
serious matter for the State. It would be
to jeopardise the expenditure of £500,000
in order to please one or two people here
who were very enthursiastie about the
matter.

Hon, S. J. HAYNES : What Mr.%
Laurie had said with regard to the site
carried great weight. It would be disas-
trous to the State if, after the dock were
constructed, it were found to be in the
wrong place. It haed been suggested that
the situation as set out in the Schedule
should be excised, and that the dock

Fremantle Dock Bill.- [19 DECEMBER, 1907.]



1968 Fremantle Dock Bill: [COUNCIL.] in Committee.

should be built somewhere in the harbour.
'There had been an assurance from the
Minister that the question of the site
would be submitted to experts. What
position would this House be in if the
Ministry were thrown out of power and
a new Ministry were enabled by our
action to put the dock where they pleased9
No doubt if the present Government re-
mained in office the promise would be
fulfilled.

lHon. G. HANIJELL :It was not his
intention to support the amendment.
Even the promise from a -Minister would
not hr very binding, even if lie had the
Cabinet behind him, for circumstances
might arise wvhiclh wvould induce the Gov-
erment to alter their views. Unless there
was a definite statement in the Bill no
words would be binding. Perhaps Mr.
Laurie 'would inform him of tihe bound-
aries of thre hayhour of FEremuantle.

Hon. R. LAURIE :The boundaries of
the harbour at Fremantle started from
Fremantle railway' bridge and extended
to Rockinglhanm, taking in the foreshore.
the Governor-in-Council had, howe.ver.
pOwersto extend at any time the boundar-
ies of the harbour to Guildford if lie
thought fit.

Hon. G. RANDELL The evidence
already produced as to the site was suffi-
cient. We had been given the authority'
of a manl who had seen considerable ser-
vice in different p~arts of the world on the
question of the likelihood of the dlock
being shelled by' war vessels of anr enemyv.
Tile sondinas taken had perfectly satis-
fied the authorities that the dock could be
safely conistniced at that spot. The, sole
doubt lie had in his mnind during the
course of the second rending debate was
whether there was rooin for the dock, but
he had been assured there was ample
roomi for the dock and all requmreenlns.
His opposition to the Bill had hoen on
other grounds thain that of the site, for hie
had thought the fitie wri? inopportune for
the carrying out of such a work, consider-
ing the state of the flinances. Ont no
other grounds did he oppose the construc-
tion of the dock at once at Fremantle.
He was willing to support the construction
of the dock at Boris Head as he thought
it wvas the best position, if it could be

constructed without an enormious ex-
penditure of money, rather than construct
the dock above the bridges. If the mem-
bet (Hon. J. W. Hackett) wished to go
above the bridges, then he (Mr. Randell)
was entirely opposed to it in consequence
of the greart cost in constructing the dock.
He would not lend his assistance to any
delay in the construction of the dock.

Hon. J1. W. HACKETT : There was
no idea of going above the bridges. He
wished to leave the area from the railway
bridges to the foreshore as the area with-
in which the selection was to be made.

Hon. G. RANThELL : There was no
other place helow the bridges where the
dock could be constructed than at Rous
Head.

Hon. W. MALEY : If proof were
wantingl at thre time members voted
against the Bill to justify them in their
action we had sufficient proof before us
to-night. The whole matter "as preina-
ture, for there was a strong disagreement
as to the site for the dock. If the dock
was built onl the site set out in the Bill it
would be of a cheap nature, and there-
fore of a less valuable character. We
(lid not want a dock built that would be
obsolete when it was completed in four
years' time. There should be 110 hurry'
to build the dock in the position agreedl
onl, and hie must vote for the rejection
of the Bill.

Hon. C. SOMMERS :The time was
not opportune for the construction of tile
dock, and the site had not been chosen
wvith sufficient care. Eve0 ' precaution
should be taken, to see that the site was
well chosen, and the dock an up-to-dale
one. Yesterday the Hill was cardied by a
rnaoritv of one, and he was disgusted at
the meanis adopted to get that majority.

Hon. M!. L. Moss :What were the
mueans?

Hon. C. SOUMMERS :They would not
bear repeating in the House. The seats of
certain members entirely depended onl the
carrying of the dock.

Mon. Ml. L. Jiloss :Who were they ?
Ron. C. SOMM%.NERS : It was well

known, the dogs were barking it fromn the'
top of Mount Eliza to Rottncest. Mr.
Randell was quite right in asking Captain
Laurie what lie referred to as the Fre-
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mantle Harbour. When the Fremantle
Harbour was referred to we understand
it from the bridges to the Mole, and the
only site below the bridges that had had
a decent word said in its favour was the
Rotis Head site. Therefore the amend-
ment was only another way of affirming
the site named in the Bill. This was not
a parochial work ; this was a dock for
Western Australia, and the opinions of
people of the State mrust he taken into
consideration. He hoped shipping would
never come to Perth in his time, nor did
hie want the dock nearer than Fremiantle.
The site had been ill-considered and
rushed. Our Engineer-in-Chief had said
that in his opinion the better site was
above the bridges, and notwithstanding
what Dr. Hackett had said that we should
discard it on the score of expense we
were not obliged to build the dock imme-
diately. The Pei-th Chamber of Comn-
muerce contained amnong its members some
of the chief merchants of the State inter-
ested in the dock question, and their
opinions were opposed to time construction
of a dock at this time, and he believed
opposed to the site. Among members of
the Pcirtb Chamber of Commerce were
many influential landed proprietors of
Fremantle, and their opinion was worth
having. He asked the Committee to
study the plan and they would see the
stie was an exposed one. A breakwind
had to be erected so that vessels could
come in to the hiarbour with greater
safety. If a dock "'as going to he of
such service to the State we would need
around it quite a little town of foundries
andl repairing shops, and on making in-
quiries hie was told by one of the sup-
porters of the site that thei-e was plenty
of room available there ;15 acres could
be obtained. He (Mir. Somnmers) was
doubtful whether it was possible to get
a position with 15 acres surrounding the
dock. The engineer's report looked as if
it had been made to order. Reading be-
tween the lines of the report, the opinions
of the engineer were that Roos Head was
not the site he-would select if he had a
free hand. Sites above the bridges -were
preferable to the one below. The way
this had been forced into the last hours
of the session, carried by a majority of

one, for the pur-pose of making certain
seats safe at the next election, was scan-
dalous. Mir. AMeLarty said, "Poor old
Fremnantle, we have doife them an injury
by taking away their workshops ; let us
make up for it."

Hion. E. Mheary :Nothing of the
kind wvas said by him.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
must withdraw.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: When one do-
nied a statement it was necessary to ac-
cept it according to the ruling; but Mr.
IMAcLar-ty was speaking of Fremantle in
a systemiatic manner-, and said we had
done Frenmantle considerable harm by
taking away the workshops-[Hon. E.
MeLodty: That was so]-and that in
order to recompense thenm we should build
a dock-hie said or inferred it. This dock
was not a parochial dock, it was a dock
for Western Australia. [Member: For
Australia.] An hon. member had in-
formed him that 11r. MeLarty had said,
'Poor o1(d Frmnl.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must accept Air. Mctnrty's statement.

Hou. C. SOM~IERS :Certainly ; but
this was not a matter for "poor old Fre-
mantle." One could not vote a million
of money out of sympathy for a place.
We were bei-e to look after the affairs of
the State. Dr. Hackett moved and Cap-
tain Laurie supported an amendment that
the dock should he in the haurbour of Fre-
mantle. The words "harbour of Fre-
mantle" practically meant that portion of
the riv'er below the railway bridge, and
in that area there was only one site re-
ported on where it was possible to put a
dock. IR we carried Ille amendment Rous
Head must be the place. W as it not wise
to delay the matter until next session to
get some outside opinion to see whether
the work was justified or not? It was
beyond the resources of a handful of
people such as was contained in this State
of Western Ausfralia.

Hon. M. L. Moss: We had heard that
for many years.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: As a business
proposition we should strike when the
time was opportune. It was not oppor-
tune now. We hoped some day we would
get the Transcontinental Railway. When
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we did there was some possibility of Fre-
mantle becoming a terminal port ; not to
a great extent, because ships must go to
the Eastern States with the balance of
their cargoes, but there was some hope of
it; and when that time came along it
would be time to have n dock.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must confine himself to the question be-
fore the House.

Hon. C. SOMMAERS: This was lead-
ing tip to anl amendment he intended to
move.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. mnember
could not miove another amendment at the
present time.

Hlon. C. SO'MMERS : Could hie indi-
cate an amnendment?

The CHAIRMAN: Certainly.
Hon. C. SO-IWUERS intended to move

anl amendment later on that a dock be
built, to be called the Fremantle dock,
to please the Fremantle people, to be sit-
uated between Freshwater Bay and Rous
Head, but that before any step was taken
to build it we should obtain an outside ex-
pert opinion,

The CHAIRMAN: Where did the hon.
member propose to insert the words?

Hon. C. SO2FMIERS: In the scn
portion of the schedule.

The CHAIRMAN: Unless Dr. Hackett
withdrew his amendment the lion. member
could not move at the present stage.

Hon, C. SOMMERS: It was intended
to move the amendment in the event of
Dr. Hackett's a-mendment being defeated
or withdrawn.

lion. M. L. Moss (as to order) : The
hon. member should he restricted in] his
observations to the amendment before
the House.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
-must confine his remarks on his own
amiendment to the time when he moved it.
He must not go beyond the question of
the site of the dock.

Hon. C. SOMMERS objected to the
site chosen. Ini the absence of expert
opinion he believed it was not a suitable
site, even assuming sufficient ground.
Seeing the importance of the dock and
seeing that it was not a dock for Fre-
mantle, we should be careful of what we

were doing. He did not think a work
of this description should be undertaken.

Hon. 31. L. Moss (on order) : The
hon, member should obey the ruling of
the Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN: Certainly the hon.
member was wandering froml the ques-
tioni.

Ron. C. SOMNMENS : We were not all
lawyers. He opposed the amendment
for the reason that the area of choice
was restricted. Later on we might have
the harbour extended ipl the river. We
should get expert opinion as to the best
site. Dr. Hackett had stated that hie had
always had the interests of the State at
heart. One did not think tfie hon. mem-
her would agree to any work not in the
best interests- of the State, or to forcing
measures of this miagniitude through the
Chamber during the expiring hours of
the session.

H~on. .31. L. Nloss (n brder) ; The hon.
member was again not obeying the ruling
of the Chair.

The CHAIRMNAN:. Mr. Somnmers was
in order so far.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: This was not
trifling with a Bolgart Railway, or sonic
small expenditure for 13 or 15 miles of
railway: it wvas a matter of great im-
portance. He felt strongly onl the miatter.
The carrying of a -work of tlmis descrip-
tion by one vote wvas not sufficient.

The CHITRMAN:. The hon. member
must not digress. If the lion, member
digressed farther lie would be asked to
sit down.

Hon. C. SOMME RS: We should get
expert advice, and more time should be
given for the consideration of a work of
this magnitude. it would be doing a
great wrong to force onl this work against
public opinion.

Hon. R. LAURIE: The bon. member
was mnistaken in saying that Dr. Hackett's
amendmnent had his concurrence. He had
simply risen -when the amendment was
moved to ask Dr. Hackett to make clear
what was following on the amendment.
It was said no expert advice had been
obtained. AMr. C. Y.t O'Connor gave his
opinion that Rous Head should be the
site for the dock when the harbour was
first constructed. The only thing against
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that site at that time was the fact that
the breakwater was not long enough.
Since then the breakwater bad been ex-
tended 1,600 feet, and had made the site
absolutely safe. It was said that the
Engineer-in-Chief maintained that the
best site was above the bridge. Certainly
the best hottonm was above the bridge, but
in that there was no inference that the
bottom of the present site was not good.
A long series, of borings had satistied the
Engineer-in-Chief that the site at Rtous
H:ead, recommended by 'Mr. C. Y.
O'Connor and Mr. Dillon Bell in 1905,
was the site for the dock, Of course
lir. Keele's view was that Freshwater
Bar should be the site, as we all knew.
The site now% chosen (lid not interfere in
any way with the continuity of the work
onl the wharves. Put a dock between the
bridges. and what did it mnean? It meant
the deviation of the railway, as Mr. Keele
andl Mr. Palmer had said, because no site
could be obtained far a dlock unless it
was run right into the land. Without
gming into the land a rocky foundation
could not be obtained, and running the
(lock into the land a distance of 800 feet
meant a considerable deviation of the
railway lines along the wharves. Thus
we wouild be absolutely throwing away
mnoney in order to build a, dock above the
bridges to gaini the samne effect as would
be gained by a dock at Eons Head.
There was also this disadvantage of run-
ning the dlock into the land, and it wvould
be a oue-eiided instead of a two-ended
dlock. With a dock at the Eious Head
site., a vessel could be taken in at one end
and (out ait the other. And a vessel could
be docked at one end without having to
lptIIlP the water out of the whole 800 feet-
A shivm could be taken in at one end and
another ship at the other, the caisson re-
inainhiin in the middle ithe water could
lie pumped out at either' end. A ship
with the bottom out could be inside the
(lock at one end, but if not a double-
ended dock that ship would be anl obstruc-
lion until repaired. This site had bee"
picked out by M1r. C. Y. O'Connor, the
best engineer we had ever had in) this
State. The greatest objection Mr.
O'Connor had to a dock at the end of the
harbour was that any ship going ini or

out of the dock might block the fairway,
a very serious position indeed. That ob-
jection was got over by the plan drawn,
by the present Engineer-in-Chief. From
a nautical point of view, and no doubt
from an engineering point of view, this
was absolutely the best site to be obtained
in the Swan River, and looking at it from
an economical, practical, engineering, and
commercial point of view it was the best.

Hon. W. MALEY moved-
That progress be reported aad leave

asked to sit again to-morroic.
Mlotion put and uegntived.
The COLONAL SECRETARY : Per-

haps it would be better nlot to interfere
with the Bill now ; but if the Committee
dlesired to strike out the words so that an
option might be left, it would only re-
solve itself into a question whether the
site should be at Arthur's Head or Rouls
Head. If the Cornmittee were not satis-
fled with the reponts in reference to Rous
Head being the proper site, hie was pre-
pared to agree to striking out the wvords,
Or give the Committee an assurance that
before the work was snibstantiail1y gone
onl with, be'would obtain farther reports
fromn a competent engineer whether this
was the correct site or not.

Hon, J. T. GLOWREY : There was
s~ome doubt whether this ;vas the best sits;
he thought it was not. A majority had
thought otherwise and passed the second
reading it was the duty of the Com-
mnittee now to try to place safeguards in
the Bill to secure the best possible site.
He was prepared as one of those who
voted ag ainst the -second reading, if safe-
guards were provided, to effer no opposi-
tion to the measure ;but unless that were
done lie would feel it his duty to vote
against the Bill. Dr. Hackett's amiend-
mlent did iiot cover the ground, for the-
Freumantle harbour was a vry small par-
tion of the river indeed, and he suggested
that the schedule night be amended by
adding the words "Frenmantle, harbour
or Swan River." If this were done, and
the best advice obtained as to the site,
there would not be munch objection to the
Bill. We should take every precaution
possible ;it was the duty of the Corn-
inittee to see that the best site was
selected, for this was not a dock for Fre-
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mantle or for Western Australia but for
the whole of Australasia, in fact it was a
dock for every ship passing by from any
part of the world.

Hon. W. T. LOTOX: The question bad
been very fully debated last night iii a
full House, for when the division was
taken 25 members were present. He had
expressed his opinion that some farther
tinie should be allowed so that there could
be communication with the Admiralty
and farther information obtained as to
the particular site, but the House decided
on the question that the dock should be
built at this [)articular place. He was not
going to change his views, but if the Gov-
ernment were not satisfied they could stay
their hands in regard to starting the work,
and get farther- information before pro-
ceeding. He saw no reason to alter the
decision comle to last night, and he would
not be a party to attempting to throw out
the measure.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : If
Dr. Hackett would withdraw the amiend-
nient, lie would give an assurance that the
work should not be proceeded with until
the Government were thoroughly satisfied
that this was the best site for a dock. In
any case the work would not be proceeded
wvith until the Government had farther
information, and were satisfied on all
points as to the borings and the site.

Hon. C. SO}MThERS: The amendment
outlined would not tie the hands of the
Government, but merely extend the area
of selection. His proposal was that the
dock should be constructed somewhere
between Freshwater Bay and Rous Head.

The CHAIRIWAN: The hon. member
could only move that amendment if Dr.
Hackett's amendment w~as withdrawn or
defeated.

Honl. C. SO'MMERS : Would Dr.
Hackett withdraw his amendment to allow
this amendment to be moved? It was
presumed the dock was assured ; one
could not help that, but this amendment
would n~ot hurt the case, it merely gave
a greater area of selection.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: The mere
striking out of the words " Rous Head"
was introductory to a pledge he desired
to extract from the Colonial Secretary,
who had made a fair offer. He should

have commenced by asking for that
pledge and then have proceeded to strike
out the words dealing with lions Head.
What he wanted was that before the
work was put in hand we should he
satisfied oil mercantile and defence
grounds that this was the best available
site, and that the position and construe-
tion and everything complied with the
wishes of the Admiralty as well as those
of the people in our own State, also that
we would obtain the best value for our
money. It was a serious question and
one, if we did not terminate it in an
amicable way, that might lead to a great
deal of strife. If the promise given by
the Colonial Secretary prevailed with the
Committee he was quite prepared to with-
draw the amendment on the assurance
that an expert authority-hie was not con-
erned whether it was colonial or imperial
so long at it was one qualified to pro-
nounce an opinion on the site from the
mercantile and defence sides of the ques-
tion-would be obtained before the work
was commenced.

Amendment withdrawn.

Hon. C. SOMMDERS: Would the Col-
onial Secretary repeat the offer mnade I
Members were not quite clear.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As-
surance was given that the dock would
not be commenced until the Government
were thoroughly satisfied that Rous Head
was the best site obtainable.

Hon. C. SOMMERS : Was that all'!
The Government might even now be satis-
fled on that point. Dr. Hackett's sup-
position was that expert evidence should
be obtained, preferably from the Admir-
alty. Surely that was not too much to
ask.

Hon. E. iII. CLARKE moved-
That the Committee do now divide.

The CHAIRMAN : Ten affirmative
votes were required before such a motion
could be carried.

Motion put and negatived.

Hon. C. SOMMERS; Did the Colonial
Secretary refuse to say that the Admir-
alty would be consulted?9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : No
other assurance would be given than that
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already given. lie would not bind the
Government to get an opinion from any
particular source.

Hon. F. CONNOR : The discussion
had] gone beyond the question of whether
we should have a dock at this particular
site. As one who had long supported the
Hill he protested against the insinuations,
unworthy insinuations, cast against sup-
porters of the measure by Mr. Sommers.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
should have taken the point at the time
the remarks Were made. The hon. memi-
ber must confine himself to the discussion
of the schedule.

Hon. P. CONNOR supported the
schledutle.

Hon. W. MALEY opposed the sched-
ule.

Schedule put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment; the

report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL-PINJARRA-MARRINUP
RAI.LWAY.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved -

That the Bill be now read a third
time.
Ron. R. F. SHOLL : This railway

should not be built. It would only bene-
fit a few people at Pinjara who held
some .timber country. We had quite
enough timber country opened up. He
opposed the third reading.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes
Noss

12
-. .. 4

Majority forS

AySs.
Hon. E. Mf. Clarke
BHon. J. D). Connolly

Eon. J. 14. br
H... J. W. Hackett
Eon. V. HainerSicy
Hon. H. Laurie
Ho.M L. M.S.
Hon. C. A. Fiesea
Hon. G. Randeall
Hon. G. Throsseil
no.. 3. W. Wright
Hon. E. McLnxty

(Telitr).

Nons.
Hon* .8.. Han.e
Hon. W. Emllsum
Ho.. R. F. sbll
Hon. WV. Maley (Tdc.-c).

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL -WONNERTP-NANNL'P RAIL-
WAY.

Second Reading.

Resumed from the previous clay.
Hon. H. F. SHOLL :I moved the

adjournment, bilt I do not iriSh to speak
on the question.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee Without

debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

Read a third time, anid passed.

MOTION-DENMARK RAILWAY
AND ESTATE PURCHASE.

To approve.

Debate resumed from the previous day,
on the motion by the Colonial Secretary,
"That this House approves of the pur-
chase by the Government of the Denmark
Railway and Estate at the price of
£50,000, and subject to the terms and coil-
ditions of a draft agreement submitted
to the House."~

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) :This is
the first time I have used the argument in
all the debates in connection with railway
Bills that have been rushed down on us,
that the time is inopportune. In my
opinion the purchase of this railway and
land is inopportune. I do not propose to
discuss the question at length. I think.
there are far more important matters be-
fore the public deserving of more atten-
tion than this purchase. The railway and
lands will always be there. Although the
purchase may not be a bad one, I hold
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that the price at which this land is offered
to it, is considerably more than it is
worth. Without labouring this question,
I think this is one of those matters that
might he deferred nt il the opening of
the niext session of Parliament. 1 do nlot

wih t obstruct it) all. way, hot the word
"inioblportlitie '' has* conic in a great deal

durin-z the recent debates, andt iii my
opinfuin this purchase is inopportune at
the present time.

lion. S. .1. HAYNES (South-East)
Tile laist member who o'uglht to refer to
this mnatter as, inopportune is the member
who has jutst sat (town, in view of the Bill
he has had the htnn,,n r to assist in pilot-
initi, utrhnd. Th is is at motion. ,ot a Bill,
which is before the House, and the motion
bears this endorsement, it was passed with
great mnanimnitv in thle Assembly, .

lb,,. 311. L. Moss :That is nlot always
a recommendation.

Hlon. S. J. HAYNES :I do not say it
is, but it is strong evidence that tile pro-
posal is right. I call ony say,' so far as
the nmotion before the Houlse is concerned,
if the House adopts it it will be one of the
best proposals, in a smnall way, that the
Governmenit have e'er touched. It cannot
be said that this is a mnatter that comes
as a surprise to the Housie, becaus~e several
discussions have taken place about this
concessi(on. With o ul go i hg in to time his-
tory oif the land gurnit and the railway, I
will come down to the time when Mfr.
Drew wit. Minister for Lands. T was ex-
ceedingly surpised that that gentleman
should come to the House onl this occasion
And speak aurainst this motion. rt w;as in
April, 1W0. that I had time honour of
meeti (in e heoln. nlithne r. when lie then
held the position of Mfinister for Lands,
anid I had the pleasure of seeing him in
Albany at tha t time. The residents laid
before him A proptosal forl tilhe coiistrue-
tion of a railway from Albany, to Bridge-
town. That "'as a hune that hadl been ad-
vocated for un1any years prior, in Sir
John Forrest's time. Onl this occasion
A-r. Drew proposed in tine first lplace tin
inspect the commntmv between Bridgetewn
and Albany, , but through pressure of
other matters or, for some reason or other
lie was uable to do so, with the result

that he only inspected, in comipaa-. with
Mr. Maley. the land in auid aroundo iDen-
marik And Torbayv. Onl that cmintine
hon. miember- in an interview immediately
afterwards said :

"I cannmot support a railway from
Albany to Bridgetown. becaus [. doom not
think it is warranied ;but you have my
svympathies in respect to the purchase
of time Denmark railwayv. The land is
good, and T wvillI assist you in this pi'--
chase."
Hon. .7. Nl. Dreur But it w'as not at.

this price. 17s. 6d. anl acre.
Hon. S. J. HAYNES :The offer thien

wvas to exchange this areca and railway for
a lease of 100,000 acres iii the Warren
district. I think the Daglish Governmenit
were perfectly righit inl refusing that.
The lion, member said then that the mat-
ter had his sympathy. To-da ,y practically
he refuses it, and refers to sonic analyses
of the soil miade by Mr. Chaplin. On be-
ig interviewed the lion. member said :

" He was favourably impressed with
the country lie had seen, and he thought
the land might be profitably employed.
It was particularly suitable for root
ecrops and the cultivation of artificial
grasses, and for these purposes should
be used. Being partially cleared the
land could readily, and cheaply be
brought into use. Mfore he was not
prepared to saly."

Subsequentl ' at at meeting the hon. mem-
ber said :

."He was there that night in his offi-
c:ial capacity to say there was '10 justi-
fication for the construction of a rail-
way from Albany to Bridgetown. The
cmintmy at the other end was thicklyv
tiiiiered and would cost anything tip
to, £60 anl Acre to clear. That was an
expelise mio settler could face, and uiitil
the tiniber-getter had first beeni over time
land- [hey could muot expect it to be,
settled. This cud, however, hie Ilad
seen country w ith which lie was very
favourably impressed. It was practi-
cally cleared and ready for occupation,
and if they asked him to secure com-
mnnimiiation to it lie would give the mat-
ter is fullest sympathy and assist-
Alice. He requested them not to ex-
lpect im to suipport the Alba ny-Bridge-
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town Railway right away, but if they
kept the railway to Denmark they
miight ask for an extension later on.
He had been under the impression there
was not good land in this district, but
lie 'was 11ow going away satisfied that it
was not only good but would produce
anything. On the strength of what he
had seen outside in the timber country,
and hearing it was the desire of the
people to retaiii the railway to Den-
innrk hie had communicated with the
Under Secretary and asked what pro-
potal had been received front Millars'
IKani and Jarrali Company."

-Can the hon. member in the Lace of that
condemtn the c ountry I "lIt will produce
anything," he said. He was then Minis-
ter for Lands and in it responsible posi-
tion. and had just come from an inspec-
tion of thle land. In) 9upport of this
proposal I propose to lay before the
House the opinions of gentlemen that
should carry greater weight in regard to
lands matters than Mr. Drew's, although
Mr. Drew had just made an inspection at
the time. There is one whose opinion we
all respect, and who is not given to ex-
tienue valuations. I refer to Mr. Pater-
son, the manager of the Agricultural
Bank, Ii 1905, when Mr. Drew had
given tlie opinion I have referred to re-
garding thle hule, '1%r. Chaplin brought in
a report. I need not go through the
whbole of MAr. Chaplin's opinion. I do
not propose to weary thle House with that,
but he spoke highly of the land and said
tile area contained somte (if the best land
in the State. His valuiatioli of the rail-
-%vay and adjacent land was £C74.895.
Millars, who hind previotisly valued" the
land and the railway at £l123,650, offered
to sell it at Z85.000 on debentures, or
£70,000 on debentutres of shorter date.
At this juncture, or shortly afterwards,
in February 1906, the Premier of this
State, who -was then Minister for Lands,
mande a persona) inspection of the lprop-
,erty, with the result that lie spoke in the
bhighest terms of the land. He also said,
and -it was condemned by 'Mr. Drew the
other (lay, that the railway was in fair
working order. M1r. Drew absolutely con-
,denuned the line. Here is a gentleman,
the present Premier, a surveyor, and the

iuan who should have a practical know-
ledge of railways and things like that,
who goes down and reports in Februar-y
1906, that the railway is in fair going
order. His valuation was £00.075;
£21,875 for the land and the balance for
the railway, buildings, and plant. And
to strengthen the position the present
Premier took up, Mr. Paterson miade a
valuation of the land and the railway.

lion. F. Connor : Of the jarrab
stumlps.

Ron. R. ,J. HAYNES -Is the lion,
mnember preparted tot get tip, in this House
anl say- Mr. Paterson's valuation is uni-
reliable ? 1 dot not think tile hon, miii-
her is prepared to do that. On the other
hand, T venture to say M 3r. Paterson is a
gentleman worth-, of tie highest respect.
At ativ rate hie is manager of thle Agri-
Cultural Bank, and ton his manageient to
a great extent rests whether the Bank is
a profitable institution. I nieed not go
into details, because I believe the valua-
tion has been read byv the Leader of the
House, but Mr. Paterson's valtiation was
£57,000 againist that of the Premier's of
£50,000 ;and Mr. Paterson Says it would
be one of the best proposals in] thle State.
The lands are open aid we want tile rail-
way going for the selectors there. C'er-
taunly they are not miany, ahout 22 of
them. buit they have -spenit considerable
money on their property and some of the
blocks are in a gyood state of inmprouve-
ment, thoug-h others atre not so well ad-
vanced, bitt that is because they have 100

railway communication. '[le corn rat's
having no need Lot' the railway aoe pre-
pared to sell for £.50,000. This niotioii
has been passed unanimously by the Leg-
islative Asseiibly, it has been endorsed
by the metropolitan Press, and practically
approved by Mr. Throssell, whot his
spokeni in its favour. ]in addition to tile
opinions already given, 'Mr. ro ckmniai
went down there, and lie reported that if
this concession was bought it wonuld mnake
available 35,000 acres of first-class land.
There are 25,000 acres in the comtpany's
lauds considered first-class by Mr. Pat-
ersomi, aiid the balance is seconLd-class
land, and there is also a ready-mnade rail-
way of 30 miles. As has been already
pointed out, this railway will go towards

Denmark Rail-way
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the first section of the Bridgetown-Albany
railway. Another point is that it will
greatly assist the fishing industry now
strangled at Wilson's Inlet. That indus-
try wvill have a chanice of being run at a
profit if this purchase is carried out. I
am aware that many are prepared to
settle down there, hut they will not take
up the laud until the railway is purchased
and kept going. I trust the House will
he p~repared to carry this motion. We
have already' passedi many measures to-
night that are not as good proposals as
the present. I trust the House wvill pass
the motion.

Hon. J. 1fM. DREW (in explanation):
I rise to make a brief personal explana-
tion. Mr. Haynes has said I condemned
this particular land in my speech last
night. I do not think I did. I went
down to that district and I was favour-
ably' impressed with the 24,000 acres, the
only land I inspected, and I continued to
be favourably impressed with it until I se-
cured the analysis. I inspected no other
portion of the country ; and since seeing
the classification map, to which I referred
last night, I fail to be convinced that
there is any good country to any extent
outside the 24,000 acres in Millars' con-
cession. 1 make this explanation lest
members may think I was endeavouring
to mislead them. I was thoroughly im-
pressed with the good quality of this
24,000 acres, but my opinion was that the
price of 17s. 6d. an acre was too high.

Hon1. R. MoLARTY (South-West) :It
is a remarkable thing that during the last
couple of (lays whenever a Railwvay Bill
has come up to this House, no mnatter howv
small1 the cost has been, we have had -Mr.
Haynes voting against it, aild telling US
that there is no money; but now there is
a purchase in his own district-

Hon. S. J. HAYINES: I rise to a point
of order. The hon. member is incorrectly
saying what I did say. I have opposed
sonic of the Railway Bills because the
line.- are not warranted, and some I have
supported. I only ask the hon. member
to do the same in this miatter if he thinks
it is a good propositioni to vote for it ; if
not, to vote against it.

Hon. E. McLARTY: I maintain that
there bare been better propositions before
the House during the last few days than
the proposed purchase of the Denmark
Railway. According to what 'Mr. Drew
said last night, the price is far too high.
It is only a timber line, and we have a
report front an engineer that it will re-
quire 400 sleepers per mile to put the
railway in repair. I have been to Den-
mark. I do not feel so enthusiastic about
the magnificent country as some members
appear to be. There is plenty of land
elsewhere just as good in the hands of
the Government and available for selec-
tion. We have just approved of a rail-
way to Wickepin, and we am told there
is 100,000 acres of land of first-class qual-
ity in that district. I do not think we
should spend £E50,000 to secure this small
area of land. I think the Combine are
making a good deal. In the first place
the land was given to them uader certain
conditions. These conditions have been
wvaived; they put dowvn the line for their
own convenience, they have cut ont all the
marketable timber, which was a valuable
asset when it was given to them, and as
soon as the place has become denluded of
timber they say to the Government, you
call take the land back, we do not want
the railway. The question is if we were
to hold out a little longer the company
might come down another £20,000, be-
cause in the first place it was offered to
the Government at £100,000, then the
comlpany came dowvn by £80,000, and at
last they reduced the amount to £50,000.
That shows the comnpanly want to get rid
of the land anld the railway, and that they
are asking more than its value. I am
surprised the member has token up the
position tihat the Government can afford
to make this purchase, because the £50,000
can he obtained without any trouble. I
do not feel disposed to call for a division
on the question. The Government have
had a good deal of inquiry made, at the
same tinme I think the Government are
making a very bad bargain indeed. Al-
though we have heard something about
sops-I do not accuse other persons of
getting sops-I think this purchase could
be very well left alone.
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Hon. R,. F. SHOLL (North) : I think
the speech of the last speaker was almost
-an insult to the House. By a comnbina-
lion the hon. gentleman has got a Bill
passed through to construct a railway
that is practically useless to the country.

TIon. E. 3IcLarty ; That is your
opinion.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: The object it
wLould appear the member has taken--

The PRESIDENT; I must ask the
bon. member not to reflect on a vote of
the House.

Hon. H. F. SHOLL: I think it is plain
without words and I need not speak of
the actions of the hon, gentleman, for his
actions are quite clear in regard to the
measure that has been passed.

lion. E. MeLodty: I take exception to
this insinuation. The hon. memnber said,
" the actions I have taken to pass certain
measures." I suppose he refers to the
Pinjarra-Marradong Railway, but I have
not the slightest interest, except the' pub-
lic interest, in that line, and I think it is
unbecoming of him.

The PRESIDENT: If any exception
is taken it should be taken do-wn and
brought up to me. I am sure the lion.
miember will withdraw anything.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: I do not know
what I have to withdraw, but I withdraw
anythin-g.

The PRESIDENT: I said the hion.
member would withdraw anything that
was thought offensive.

Hon R. F. SHOLL: I did not know
anything I said was offensive, but if the
hon. member thinks anything I said was
offensive I withdraw it. With regard to
the Denmark railway, considei-ing we are
distributing favours all round, I cannot
help thinking the object of the opposi-
tion to this purchase is that the member
who represents that constituency in which
this land is situated had taken an ide-
pendent and honourahie view in opposi-
tion to certain measures, conscientiously
believing he was right, and the opposi-
tion to this measure is in consequence of
his action. As to the merits of this par-
ticular purchase, we hare a man whom we
all respect who will give an honest opin-
ion about this land, I refer to the Man-

ager of the Agricultural Bank, ML~r. Pater-
son, and he has recommended this House
to purchase this land; that is a certain
guarantee that we are not buying a use-
less proposition. In purchasing, the land
has been estimated at i7s. 6d. per acre.
It should be taken into consideration
there is a railway already constructed,
which no doubt will have to be renewed.
I do not know mnuch about the meiits of
the case, but the Government recoin-
mended it, and as we have been distri-
buting favours all round we might as
wvell allow this to go through.

Question put and passed.

BILL-CUE ROADS BOARD RATE
VALIDATION.

Second Reading, etc.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said : This is a small Bill, to
validate a certain rate that has been
struck by the Cue Roads Board, which
consists of one clause. The chairman was
away on a holiday and whilst he was
away the acting chairman signed the rate
book without proper authority to do so.
This Bill is introduced in order to vali-
date that action. I move-

That (lie Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. E. A1W CLARKE (South-West):
Do I understand this is simply to set
right a technical breach of the Act; it
is not that the board acted illegally but
only souie technical breach of the Act has
been comnmitted?

The Colonijal Secretary; Yes.
Hon. E. M1. CLARKE : That being so,

I support the second reading.
Question put'and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Bill passed throug.h Committee without

debate-, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL-NORTHT FREMANTLE MUNI-
CIPAL TRAMWAYS.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.

J. D. Connolly) in moving the second

Denmark Railway.
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reading said : This is simply a Provisional
Order confi rming anl agreement entered
into between the Fremnantle Tramway

Barid and the North Fremantle Muni ci-
lt Council for the extension of the trains

to North Fremnttle at the expense of
the tutnieipalit-y of North Fremantle.
The Freman tie tramnways are control led
1)y a board consisting of the property-
owners' represenitat ive and the ratepayers'
.representative of thle Munieipality of
Fremnantle. and a propert y-owners' repre-
senta tive and the ratepay' ers' representa-
tive for the Municipality of East Fre-
mantle, with the mayor of Fremantle as
chlairman. The lengthi of this trailine is
one and a quarter miles. There is no
clause in the Bill that clashes with the
Tramways Act, except as modified by the
Frentantle council and the Tramway
Board, in their agreement with the North
Fremoantle Council. The Bill give :
the North Fremnantle Council borrowing
powers in excess of those possessed by
the Council under the Muncipalities Act.
Thant is to say, they have borrowing prw-
ers to enable them to obtain enough
money to build this tramnway ;such boi-
rowing powers are to be used exclusively
for this purpose. Exactly similar power
is given under the Tranmvays Act to the
noincipalities of Fremantle and East Fre-
mantle, who are in possession of a tram-
way service to-day. The same provisions
govern the borrowing of this money as
govern the borrowings by the council on-
der the Muncipalities Act. There is no
private interest involved. This Bill is
to confirm the arrangement made between
two bodies. North Frematle has suffered,
it is considered, somewhat in the past by
the non-extension of the tramway to that
town. They have now -entered into anl
agrreemient with the municipalities of Fre-
mantle and East Fremantle to extend the
traams to their miunicipality. This Bill is
required to legalise this agreement. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.

Hill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Commnittee without

debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILL-ELECTORAL.
Council's Amendments.

The Legislative Assembly having dis-
agreed to .3 of the Council's arnendnientas,
and agreed to four with farther amend-
ments, the Assembly's message was nowr
considered in Committee.

No. 1-Council's amendment : Clause
92, strike out.

Assembly's farther amnendinent :Strike
out the words " strike out" in the pro-
posed amendment, and insert " amend"
in lieu thereof also add after "clause 'r
the followingl " by striking out the
words 'a day to be fixed by proclama-
tion,' and inserting ' on the first day of
'March 1fl0S' in lien."

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Clause 2 was struck out because we did
not approve of alt Act coming into force,
by proclamation. The Assembly's pro-
lposal now was that the Act should come
into force onl the 1st March. He moved-

'Thant the fart her amendment be
agreed to.
Hon. MN. L~. MOSS : There was no

opposition to the farther amendment, pro-
vided no attempt would be made to pre-
pare new rolls under this Bill until after
the Legislative Council elections to be
heid at the begiunihg of May.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The,
old rolls wouid be used until new rolls
could be prepared. It would be some
considerable time before the old rolls were
done away with, because every elector
would be required to send in a claim be-
fore the new, rolls were compiled. The
old rolls must be in force for a consider-
able time.

ll. It. L. MOSS :The desire was to
avoid that candidates at the next Legis-
lative Council elections might find at the
last moment that the electionis were to be
held on roiis prepared onl the eve of the
election.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
was inpossible to say. butl we might take-
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it for granted that the Electoral. Depart-
ment were not going to do anythingy so
foolish. The reason for the Bill not com-
ing into force before March was to allow
sufficient time for thie machinery to get
into working order.

Question passed, the Assembly's far-
ther amendment agreed to.

No. 4- Counil's amendment to Clause
41 : At the end of the clause add the
followking words, " and the lists of mnuni-
cipal and roads board ratepayers trans-

nuttd torenstrars in accordance wvith
section forty-six?'

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would he remnembered that a new clause
laken from the Electoral Act of 1904
was moved providing that lists should be
sent in by municipalities, and added to
the rolls. The Legislative Assembly bad
disagreed to that, because it would inter-
fere with their system; it would be almost
impossible to use the lists. He moved-

That .lhe amendmaent be not insisted
on.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment not insisted on.

No. 5-Council's amendment to Clause
46, Suhclanise 2, insert at the end of sub-
clause the following proviso:-" Provided
that thie registrar shall place a mark in
the prescribed manner against the claimi-
ant's namec when enrolled, and no person
whose name is so marked shall he. en-
titled at any election to obtain a ballot
paper and record his vote unless hie has
delivered to the presiding officer a de-
claration duly made by him in the form
-numbered (10) in the Schedule."

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: An
ameudmuent was moved adding a proviso
so that an elector could object under the
.amue conditions that the registrar could.
It wvas not possible to attach the same
weight to an objection by a private elec-
tor as to an objection by a responsible
officer. When an objection was lodged,
if a claimn could not he heard before the
issue of the writ, if the names were
objected to by the registrar be placed a
tick against the name and the elector bad
to sign a declaration when he came to
vote. He moved-

That the amendmeat be not insisted
on.

Hon. 'M. L. MO1SS: It was essential
that we should insist on the amendment.
By Clause 64 of the Bill twenty-one dayI s'
notice had to be given in connection with
the issue of the writs; hibt the Assembly
did not agree to thiat amuendoment and
sought to modify it by imserting fourteen
days. It was necessary to have the safe-
guard contained in the pro4viso. tti
inate objections might be put iii auraiust
the namnes of persons on the roll. and
political o1'ganrisations would watch very'
keenily this matter. It wasw these tibjee-
heons that caused mutch trouble at eletion
tiules. If there were legitimate objev-
tionis on the part (if an elector. no lharm
could be done by calling on an elector to
prove that hie h ad the nees-sary qiiali6)-
cations.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
were dealing with Clause 47. This wois
entirely a new lprmbfsioml. It was in no
other 'Electoral Act that a man hail to
sign a declaration, although his namie wias
on the roll, before lie was allowed to vote.
It was the duty of the registrar to take
action when his attention had been called
to any elector's name, and if the registrar
did not take action it could be taken for
granted that there was 210 cause for
alarm.

Hon. 31. L. MOSS: No one's rights
were taken away by insisting on the
amnmient becaus.e a inan would know
that if hie sigvned a false declaration lie
wuild be liable to p~roscu~tionl for per--
jury. When it was q~uite obvious that
hundreds of people would seek to vote
"'hen they wvere not entitled to vote, there
ought to be soine safeguards. There
should be something done when a regis-
trar neglected his duty.

Hon. J. T. GLOWVREY : It was to be
hoped the Committee would insist on the
amendment. Hie could not see liow a
grave injustice Would be done to any
elector. As far as the registrar taking
action was concerned, from his experience
registrars would do nothing of the kind.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE trusted thme Comn-
mittee Would be gu~ided by the Colonial
Secretary, who had given sufficient ex-
planatiomi. There ivas no use rnninhr the
risk of losing an important Bill (or this
kind by insisting on an anmednient.

Electoral.Bill:
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
provision was safeguarded. Certain ques-
tions which were asked an elector would
deter him from attempting to vote.

Question put, and a division taken with
thle followin result-

Ayes
Noes

A tie
Ars.

Hon, J. D. Connolly
Bon, V. Hamneraley
Hon. W. Pa6trick
Hon. C. A. Piecse
Hon. J. A. Thomson
Hon: G. Throsaill
Hon. J, W. Wrigbt
Ron. 3, M1. Drew

(Telle").

8

0
NOES1.

Hon. F. Counor
Hon. J. T. Glowrsy
HOn, R. La9urie
Hon. W. Maley
Hon, E. MeLa~rty
Hon. H. L. Hons
HOD, G. fandenl
Ron. S. J. Unynes

(rler).

The Chairman gave his casting vole
with the Noes.

Question thus negatived, the Council's
amendment insisted on.

No. S-Council's amendment :Clause
64, strike out.

Assembly's farther Amendment : Strike
out the words "strike out" in pro-
posed amendment, and insert " amend"
in lieu ;also after "clause" add the fol-
lowling "by striking out 'twenty-one'
in line 2 and inserting 'fourteen ' in lieu
thereof."

Tile' COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Clause 64 had been struck out because it
was thought that 21 days' notice of the
issue of the writ before a general elec-
tion should not be given. The Assembly
now proposed to make it 14 days. If
the clause was struck out altogether the
position would be that if there -was a
lprospect of an election and people went
to a certain] amount of trouble to get their
names on the roll, they would find that
unless their claims had been put in 14
days before the issue of the writ they
could not vote. If the Assembly's amend-
meat were accepted those people would
he allowed to vote. Hfe moved-

That the farthter amendment be
agreed to.

Hon. M1. L. MOSS8 : The endeavour
to reinstate this clause was to pay the
greatest regard to per-sonls who for years
did miot worry about having their names
on the roll until an election camne on, and
then nide a great hubbub if their names
were not on the roll. The provision

would enable rolls to be stuffed just be-
fore an election took place. The revision
court would not be able to decide on
the validity of the claims put in, hut
they Would bare to go on the roll all the
same. This would he a great blot on the
measure but he had no desire to lose the
Bill *on this account.

Question passed ; the Assembly's
farther amendment agreed to.

No. l8-Council's amendment to Clause
91l : At the end of Subelause 6 add
"eor to a presiding officer at any of the
divisional polling places."

Assembly's farther amendment : Strike
out all the words after "officer' in the
proposed amendment, and insert in lieu,
"iat any polling place within such pro-
vince or district if the postal vote officer
is satisfied that the vote taken by him can-
not in the ordinary course of post reach
the Returning Officer before the close of
the poll."

Assembly's farther amendment agreed
to.

No. 23-Council's amendment : Clause
162, strike out all the words after "unless"
in Subelause 3.

As5sembly's farther amendment :Strike
out the words "strike out" in the pro-
posed amendment, and insert " amend"
in liett,-also add to the proposed amend-
int the words "and insert the following,
' uless; the court is satisfied that the re-
suilt of the election was intended to be
and was actually affected thereby, and
that it is just that the candidate should
be declared not to be duly elected or, that
the election should he declared void.'"J

On mnotion by the Colonial Secretary,
as being a fair compromise, the farther
amendment agreed to.

'No. 30-not insisted on.
No. 31-Insert new Clause, to the effect

that in the month of December in each
year, the town clerk of each municipality
and the secretary of each roads board
shall forward to the electoral registrar
of the particular province a list of rate-
payers, such registrar to enter same on
the electoral roll for such province.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
This amendment had been moved by Mr.
McKenzie, providing that thle registrar

[COUNCIL.] Council's Amendments.
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should add the municipal list to the
authorised roll. He moved-

That the amendment be not insisted
on.
Question passed ; the Council's amend-

menit not insisted on.
No. 36 (conscquential)-not insisted on.
Resolutions reported, the report

adopted.
Committee of three members drew up

reasons for insisting on amendment No.
5.

Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL-BL'NBURY HARBOUR
BOARD.

Council's Amendments.

The Legislative Assembly not having
agreed to the Council's request for three
amendments to be made in the Bill, the
Assembly's message giving reasons was
now considered in Committee.

No.. i-Clause 3, line 1, strike out
fi-c " and insert " three " in lieu:
On motion by the Colonial Secretary)

this being only a question whether there
should be five commissioners or three,
the Council's amendment was not insisted
on.

No. 2 (consequential) -not insisted on.

No. 3-Clause 1S, strike out
The COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved-
That the amendment be not insisted

OU
Hon. S. J. HAYNES : This House

would stultify itself if it reversed its pre-
vious decision. Certainly there had been
unpleasantness owing to a private dis-
pute : but a large majority of members
had insisted that the principle contained
in Clause 1S was bad.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
the amendment were insisted on, it might
mean losing the Bill.

Hon. W. MALEY: Members should
not be frightened, the Bill was particu-
larly safe. The clause should be struck
out. A large majority of members un-
doubtedly favoured the striking out of
the clause. We should not stultify our-
selves.

Ron. J. TF. GLO WHEY:- This matter
should be considered carefully. After
the somewhat unbecoming remarks of
some members during the earlier part of
the sitting, it made one regret that such a
clause was put in the Bill. No doubt
when a similar provision was put in the
Fremantle Harbour Trust Bill, it was to
enable one of the ablest men we could
get in Western Australia to act as chair-
man of the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
It was regrettable that Captain Laurie
had thought fit to send in his resignation,
but it was a question whether -we -would
not be wise ini this case in insisting on re-
moving the provision from this Bunbury
measure. No one more reg-retted that
the State should lose the valuable ser-
vices of Captain Laurie ; but if the
similar clause were omitted from this Hill,
it would prevent any possible recurrence
of what took place during the sitting.

Hon. S. J. HAYNES : Members
should not allowv this objectionable clause
to he retained in the Bill. We heard too
lnLCh in this debate about Captain
Laurie's position. He had resigned the
Chairmanship of the Fremantle Trust,
because of remarks made that his holding
the position was an infringement of the
Constitution Act. Let the hon. member
resign ; and if so, he was very thin-
skinned. We were not here to consider
that. Captain Laurie's name- had been
too frequently brought up during the de-
bate through an unfortun ate personal dis-
pute. If' Captain Laurie resigned his
position because a majority of members
wisely opposed a clause that was con-
trary to the Constitution Act, we should
not be influenced by the fact. The rea-
sons advanced by the other House were
unreasonable. Were we so sparse of
gentlemen of ability that we had to put
in a clause contrary to the Constitution
Act so that members of Parliament could
act on a small board at Bunbury9 Surely
members would not admit that the Stats
was so bereft of talent that in a progres-
sive place like Bunbury we could not fln
five individuals outside members of Par-
liament with sufficient ability to deat with
matters appertaining to a small harbour
hoard. It was a woeful admission of a
lamentable lack of intelligence on the part

Bunbury Harbour Board Bill. 1971
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of the people of Bunbury. A clause like
this should not be put in a Bill except
for- some extraordinaryN reason. We did
it on otie occasion, but we need not repeat
it in such a smuall Bill as this.

Hon. W. PATRICK : We should not
insist on this amendment. No doubt the
Committee took a proper course from a
theoretical point oif view. It was a diffi-
cult matter in a small commuunity such as
ours to select a first-class man for a first-
elass position ;and taking everything into
vonsideration, the wiser course would be
to) agriee not to insist on the amendinent.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result

Ayes .. . .6

Noes -. . .4

Majority for . .2

&jre 'on
Hn.i J. D. Connouly Hon. F. Connor
Holt. J. X. Drew IHon. J. T. Glowrey
Holt. V. Heineraley Ron. 5. J. Hitynes
Hon. E. MoLarty Hon. W. Maley
Hon, W. Patrick
Hon. G. Throssell

Question thus passed, the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

Title of Bill-agreed to.
Hill reported ; the report adopted ; a

message accordingly returned to the Leg-
isla tive Assembly.

AI)JOURNMENT - PROROGATION
ARRANGEMENTS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved-

That ilhe House at its rising do ad-
journ until 1-2 O'clock noon of Friday.

Ile believed it was the intention of His
Excvellency to prorogue Parliament at
hibree o'clock Friday afternoon,

Question passed.
The House adjourned at 1.40 o'clock

a''m. (Friday) until Friday noon.

icoative Eeeemb1V,
Thu rsday, 191h December, 1907.
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'Jhle SPEAKER took the Chair at
230 o'clock pm

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Annual, Report and
balance-sheet of Karrakatta Cemetery
Board; 2, Annual Report and balance-
-heet of (lovernors of the High 'School;
:3. Annuffal Report and halatice-sheet of
Agricuiltural Bank; 4. Report oif Comp-
troller of Pi'isons; 5, By-laws of Muni-
cipiality of Kanowna ; 6, Report on por-
tions of Kiniherleys, by W. V. Fitz-
gerald.

QUESTION-RAIWAY EXCUTRSION
FARES, KA LGOORLIE TO ALBAN-Y.

Mr. BATH asked the M1inister for
Railways : Is it the intention of the Mini-
ister to make the Saturday week end ex-
cursion fares from Kalgoorlie to Albany
available at the same rates for passengers
as oring last holiday season?

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : No. The rates, have been
slighltly imcreatteti so as; to be inurwe uni-
formn in regard to distance to oither sea-
ports.

[ASSEMBLY.] Railway Bxwapions.


